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TJ Lalnuntluanga

 The State of Mizoram is blessed with a large extent of forest cover with rich bio-di-

versity. Natural habitats for varieties of unique flora and fauna exist across the State. These 

habitats are being protected effectively with people’s participation. Moreover, the local com-

munities have maintained forest cover near the villages, since long, for ecological stability 

and also for meeting their forest-based requirements.

 Exclusively for protecting valuable floral and faunal wealth of the State, eleven pro-

tected areas have been notified under the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. These are Dampa 

Tiger Reserve; Murlen National Park; Phawngpui National Park; Khawnglung Wildlife Sanc-

tuary; Lengteng Wildlife Sanctuary; Ngengpui Wildlife Sanctuary; Pualreng Wildlife Sanc-

tuary; Tawi Wildlife Sanctuary; Thorangtlang Wildlife Sanctuary; Tokalo Wildlife Sanctuary 

and Buhvum Wildlife Sanctuary.

 The network of protected areas covers about 9.48 percent of the total geographical 

area of the State. All protected areas are being managed scientifically as per their approved 

management or conservation plans. Various rules and regulations related to forest and wild-

life are also fully complied with  to ensure that there is no damage to the regional eco-system 

and the environment. Conservation of bio-diversity has been accorded high priority in the 

State for public benefits. Focus is on green and sustainable development.

 The book titled “Splendid Wildlife Habitats of Mizoram” contains useful information 

which will help us significantly in formulating better strategies for generating tangible ben-

efits for the local people, while maintaining high-quality forest cover in the State. Effective 

implementation of well-planned strategies will lead to enhanced socio-economic prosperity 

in a clean, green and healthy environment. I appreciate the efforts made by the forest officers 

for publication of this useful book.

MESSAGE
TJ LALNUNTLUANGA
Minister of State
(Independent Charge)
Law & Judicial, Parliamentary Affairs, Transport
Environment, Forests & Climate Change
Government of Mizoram
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Lalnunmawia Chuaungo

LALNUNMAWIA CHUAUNGO
Chief Secretary
Mizoram

MESSAGE

 The State of Mizoram has an impressive network of protected areas comprising of 

one Tiger Reserve, two National Parks and eight Wildlife Sanctuaries. The network occu-

pies 1,997.75 sq km i.e. 9.48 percent of the total geographical area of the State. The Pro-

tected Areas have unique landscape and support diverse flora and fauna including various 

endemic and rare species. Also, there are several biological hotspots, outside the notified 

protected areas, which have been preserved by the local communities in the State

 The Dampa Tiger Reserve, the largest protected area in Mizoram, has significant 

population density of endangered clouded leopard. The Murlen National Park has thick 

virgin forests  with rich biodiversity including wild orchids. Virgin sub-tropical evergreen 

vegetation found in Ngengpui river valley is unique. The Phawngpui National Park is bless-

ed with fascinating green grassland which appears golden-brown during dry season.

 I congratulate the  Environment, Forest & Climate Change Department for prepar-

ing the book titled “Splendid Wildlife Habitats of Mizoram” in public interest. The book 

contains useful information on forest resources, richness of biodiversity, aquatic ecosys-

tems  and protected areas notified in the State.  Vivid description of floral and faunal wealth 

presented in the book will generate awareness on eco-tourism potential of the State. Na-

ture-loving leisure tourists will  get tempted to visit the biologically-rich sites. However, 

tourist visits need to be restricted to carrying capacity of the identified sites to ensure that 

there is no damage to the regional ecosystem and the environment.



Liandawla

LIANDAWLA
Principal Secretary &
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (HoD)
Mizoram

MESSAGE

 The State of Mizoram is located in a region forming part of the ‘Indo- Myanmar 
Global Biodiversity Hotspot’. There are several natural habitats in the State supporting vari-
eties of flora and fauna. Protection of Wildlife and maintenance of healthly habitats for their 
sustenance are one of the topmost priorities for Environment, Forests and Climate Change 
Department of the State. Praiseworthy initiatives have been taken up for preservation of the 
Wildlife by constituting one Tiger Reserve, two National Parks and eight Wildlife Sanctuar-
ies. The protected areas network occupies about 9.48 percent of the total geographical area 
of the State.
 Aizawl Zoological Park, the only zoo in Mizoram covering an area of 65 hectares, 
provides a natural habitat like environment offering the best care to the animals. “Conser-
vation Breeding Center” has been established in the zoological park for Burmese Brown 
Tortoise (Satel,), Hume’s Pheasant (Vavu), Hoolock Gibbon (Hauhuk), and Stump Tailed 
Macaque (Zawng mawt). Conservation breeding is aimed at re-producing additional popu-
lation of the endangered species for re-introduction in the wild as and when it is appropriate 
to do so.
 Suitable strategies are being implemented effectively by the Environment, Forests 
and Climate Change Department of the State for enrichment, protection and scientific man-
agement of the forest resources with people’s participation. In view of its importance, bio-
diversity conservation has been accorded high priority. The State is home to several species 
of flora and fauna, including rare and endangered species. Their healthy habitats are being 
maintained.
 An effort has been made to document the relevant information on green resources  
of the State in the book entitled “Splendid Wildlife Habitats of Mizoram”. The book contains 
information sufficient enough to generate awareness on green assets of the State. I would 
like to place on record the appreciation for efforts of Pu Jitendra Kumar, Pu MZ Singson, Pu 
PC Lalchhandama, Pu PC Laltanpuia, Pu Lalbiakchama Chawngthu and Pu Samson Than-
ruma for publication of this valuable book.



Jitendra Kumar

JITENDRA KUMAR
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (P&D)
Mizoram

PREFACE

 The State of Mizoram is blessed with a large extent of forest cover. As per the latest as-
sessment (2019) made by the Forest Survey of India, Dehradun, the forest cover in Mizoram 
was estimated at 18,005.51 sq km. The forest cover was reported over 85.41 percent of the 
total geographical area of the State. The forests of the State are also rich in bio-diversity. As 
many as 6 important forest types have been reported to occur in the State with maximum 
area under Secondary Moist Bamboo Brakes (37.42%), East Himalayan Moist mixed Decid-
uous Forest (30.79 %) and Cachar Tropical Semi-Evergreen Forest (30.70%).
 Further, there is an impressive network of protected areas covering 9.48 percent of 
the total geographical area of the State. The network comprises of one Tiger reserve, two Na-
tional parks and eight Wildlife Sanctuaries. These protected areas possess amazing natural 
beauty and are habitats of unique flora and fauna. In addition, there are several community 
conservation reserves in the State with rich floral and faunal wealth.
 Amazing wealth of flora and fauna existing in the protected areas and also at other 
places in the State is being protected with support of key stakeholders. Several schemes are 
being implemented effectively in the State with people’s participation for enrichment, pro-
tection and sustainable management of the valuable forest resources. More than 600 Village 
Forest Development Committees and Eco- Development Committee are functional in the 
State for strengthening the collaborative approach of forest management.
 The book titled ‘ Splendid Wildlife Habitats of Mizoram’ contains useful information 
on forest resources, wildlife in protected areas, aquatic eco-system, richness of bio-diversity 
etc. Major attractions for nature-loving people have also been included. The book would be 
beneficial for the students to learn about the nature, for the researchers to study wildlife hab-
itats and for the people to protect the nature in views of its importance. Moreover, it would 
generate awareness on eco- tourism potential of the State. Nature-loving leisure tourists will 
get tempted to visit the majestic forests of the State
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1 Environment and Forest Department, Government of Mizoram (2010). Bamboos of Mizoram. Dehra-
dun: Print World

Location, Extent and Topography

1.1   Mizoram, which is one of the States located in the North-Eastern In-

dia, lies between 21058’ and 24035’ N Latitude and 92o15` and 93o29`E Longi-

tude. It is a landlocked State sharing its boundary with Assam and Manipur on the 

North, Myanmar on the East and the South, and Tripura and Bangladesh on the 

West. It has a long international border with Myanmar (about 404 kilometer) and 

Bangladesh (about 318 kilometer), which makes the State strategically located. 

THE STATE 
AT A GLANCE

 1.2  The geographical area of the State 

is 21,081 sq km with mostly hilly terrains. 

Most of the hills have moderate to steep 

slopes and are separated by rivers flowing 

either to the North or  the South direction. 

These rivers have created deep gorges be-

tween several hill ranges. In fact, Mizoram 

is a land of rolling hills, valleys, rivers and 

lakes1. The plains occupy comparatively 

a small portion of the total geographi-

cal area and are mostly located at plac-

es such as Champhai, North Vanlaiphai 

etc. on the eastern part of the  State.

Climate

1.3 The whole of Mizoram enjoys a 

pleasant climate with cool summer and 

moderate winter. The temperature var-

ies from 11oC to 21oC during winter and 

18oC to 29oC in summer. The State gets 

rainfall from both the North-East and 

the South-West Monsoon. It receives 

heavy rains during the period of five 

months i.e. from May to September. The 

average annual rainfall is about 254 cm. 

As such, the climate in Mizoram is con-

ducive to healthy vegetative growth.  

Soil

1.4 The soil in Mizoram, in general, is 

fertile and rich in organic contents. The 

contents of potash and phosphorus in the 

soil are low, whereas the content of nitro-

gen is normally high because of accumula-

tion of the organic matters over the years. 
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Demography

1.5 The population of the State was estimated at 10,97,206 (2011 census). The sex 

ratio (females per 1,000 males) was found 976, more than the national average of 940. 

1.6 Although India is having 17.5 percent of world’s population on 2.4 per-

cent of world’s surface area (a large concentration of population), Mizoram 

is one of the least populous States in the Country. As per the census data 

of 2011, Arunachal Pradesh was found having the least population densi-

ty (17) followed by Andaman and Nicobar Islands (46) and then Mizoram (52).

1.7 Lakshadweep has the highest proportion of population be-

longing to Scheduled Tribes (94.80 percent) followed by Mizoram 

(94.43 percent) among all States and Union Territories of the country2. 

 ______________________________________________________ 
2Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Government of India (2013). Statistical Profile of Scheduled Tribes in India; 
tribal.nic.in/WriteReadData/CMS/Documents/201410170519295222004StatisticalProfileofSTs2013.
pdf

1.8 Most of the people living in the State are well 

educated. In fact, Mizoram has shown an impres-

sive achievement in making its residents literate 

over the previous years. It recorded a literacy rate 

of 91.33 percent(male - 93.35 percent and female - 

86.72 percent) which ranks it second among all States 

in India. The literacy rate in the State was much

higher than the national average of 74 percent as per 2011 census data. 

 Among top ten highest literate districts of the country, three name-

ly Aizawl (97.89 percent), Champhai (95.91 percent) and Serchhip (97.91 per-

cent) were located in Mizoram. Further, the State registered the highest fe-

male literacy rate of 97.02 percent in urban areas. Mizo (Mizo tawng) and 

English are the main languages spoken by the majority of the local people.
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Culture and Traditions

1.9 Mizoram, the home of blue mountains where clouds roll, 

is a culturally-rich State. The people love music and dance which 

are performed during festivals and on specific occasions for recre-

ations. The music comprises of both song (either solo or in group) 

supported with various traditional as well as modern instruments.

  The Cheraw, performed simultaneously by 671 groups 

with 10,736 persons, made an entry in the Guinness Book of World 

Record on 12th March 2010.

 The popular traditional dance forms 

are Cheraw, Khuallam, Chheihlam, Sarla-

mkai, Chailam, Chawnglaizawn, Tlanglam 

and Zangtalam. The “Cheraw”, also called as 

Bamboo Dance, is distinct, colorful and fas-

cinating which is performed by the Mizos 

in a unique style with extra-ordinary skills. 

Guiness World Record on largest bamboo dance
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Socio-economic status

1.10 The per capita Net State Domestic Product (NSDP) at current prices (2011-

12 Series) was found Rs. 1,41,210 during 2017-18. It was the second highest in the 

North-Eastern Region (NER) and more than that for the country (Table 1.1). The  growth 

of per capita NSDP was moderate as compared to other North East States. 

Table 1.1: Per Capita NSDP and its Growth (2017-18)

1.11 Although the State has 

achieved  significant progress  in all 

economic sectors,  agriculture re-

mains the dominant source of income 

and  employment for the people in  

Mizoram. 

 As per economic classification of workers (2011 census), main work-

ers constituted about 38 percent of the total population and about 65 per-

cent of the total main workers in the State were found engaged in ag-

riculture and allied sectors (Statistical abstract of Mizoram, 2019).
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THE EXISTING 
FORESTS

Forest cover

2.1 As per the National Forest Policy of 1988, the National goal is to have a minimum 

of one-third of the total land area of the country under forest or tree cover. In the hills 

and in the mountainous regions, the aim should be to maintain two-third of the area 

under such cover in order to prevent erosion and land degradation and to ensure stabil-

ity of the fragile eco-system. As per the latest assessment made by the Forest Survey of 

India, Dehradun, the forest cover in Mizoram was estimated at 18,005.51 sq km (India 

State of the Forest Report, 2019). The forest cover was reported over 85.41 percent of 

the total geographical area of the State. 

Forest Types and Biodiversity

 

2.2 Moreover, the forest is rich in bio-

diversity. As many as 6 important forest 

types have been reported to occur in the 

State. These are: -

 Cachar Tropical Semi-Evergreen 

Forest (2B/C2): This is one of the domi-

nant forest types found in almost all dis-

tricts  of the State with rich species diver-

sity. The important species found in 

this type of forest are Gmelina arborea, 

Dipterocarpus turbinatus, D. retusus, 

Phyllanthus spp, Terminalia chebula, Ter-

minalia myriocarpa, Tetrameles nudiflora, 

Duabanga grandiflora, Toona ciliata, Alibiz-

ia procera, Schima wallichi, Magnolia cham-

paca, Dillenia indica, Bombax ceiba, Bombax 

insigne, Artocarppus spp., Palaquium poly-

anthum, Protium serratum, Pterygota alata, 

Haldina cordifolia, Stereospermum spp.etc.
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Secondary Moist Bamboo Brakes 

(2/2S1)

 This covers the maximum forest 

area of the State. Dominant species of 

bamboo like Melocanna baccifera, Dendro-

calamus hamiltonii, Bambusa tulda, Den-

drocalamus longispathus, Schizostachyum 

dullooa etc. are present in this type of for-

ests. In fact, large tracts of bamboos are 

observed throughout the State. Bamboos 

are also the first colonizer on the aban-

doned Jhumland and grow rapidly.

Pioneer Euphorbiaceous Scrub 

(2B/2S1)

 It is generally found in degraded 

forests and on steep slopes. It has some 

fast-growing species like Macaranga spp., 

Mallotus spp. etc. This type is found in 

all districts of the State except Kolasib.

 East Himalayan Moist 

Mixed Deciduous Forest (3C/C3b) 

This type also covers a large area in the 

State. Major species found in this for-

est type are Albizia procera, Artocarpus 

lakoocha, Neolamarckia cadamba, Dillenia 

pentagyna, Lagerstroemia speciosa, Schi-

ma wallichii, Syzigium cumini, Terminalia 

bellirica, T. chebula, Sterculia spp., Bombax 

spp.etc.

East Himalayan Subtropical Wet Hill 

Forest (8B/C1)

 This forest type having major 

species such as Albizzia spp., Castanop-

sis spp., Litsea spp., Machilus spp., Schima 

wallichii, Engelhardtia spicata, Betula cy-

lindrostachya, Lithocarpus spp., Quercus 

spp. etc. is found in Kolasib district of the 

State.

Assam Subtropical Pine Forest (9/

C2)

 It is mostly dominated by Pinus 

kesiya with other associates like Quercus 

spp., Schima wallichii, Rhododendron spp., 

Castanopsis spp., Lyonia ovalifolia,Rhus 

spp., Myrica esculenta, Prunus spp. etc. This 

forest type is found mainly in Champhai 

district of the State.

 The forest types are based on 

Champion and Seth Classification (1968) 

which is a standard forest type classifica-

tion followed for forest management in 

our country.
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2.3 Secondary Moist Bamboo Brakes (2/2S1) occupies the maximum of the 

forest cover followed by East Himalayan Moist Mixed Deciduous Forest (3C/C3b) and 

Cachar Tropical Semi-Evergreen Forest (2B/C2) (Table 2.1).

 Table 2.1: Area under Forest Types

2.4 Rapid assessment of biodiversity in the natural forests was carried out by the 

Forest Survey of India, Dehradun during September 2018 to May 2019. 87 species of 

trees, 96 species of shrubs and 56 species of herbs were observed during the rapid as-

sessment. The Shannon-Wiener Index of Tree, Shrub and Herb species in different For-

est Type Groups was found ranging from 2.19 to 3.38 (Table 2.2).  

 Table 2.2: Shannon-Wiener Index 
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Notified Forests 

 2.5 The notified forests in the State of Mizoram include 

(1) Riverine Reserved Forests (1,832.50 sq km) (2) Inner-line Reserved Forests (570 sq 

km) (3) Roadside Reserved Forests (97.20 sq km) (4) Compensatory Afforestation areas 

declared as Reserved Forests (125.19 sq km) (5) Other Reserved Forests (1,873.65 sq 

km) and (6) Protected Areas for wildlife preservation (1,997.75 sq km). In addition, an 

area of 2,562 sq km has been notified as Reserved Forests under three district councils, 

namely, Chakma Autonomous District Council (CADC), Lai Autonomous District Coun-

cil (LADC) and Mara Autonomous District Council (MADC). Thus, the notified forests in 

the State is 9,058.29 sq km covering 42.97 percent of the total geographical area (Table 

2.3). 



13

Table 2.3 Notified Forests in Mizoram (Area in sq km)

Dampa Tiger Reserve

Source: Environment, Forests & Climate Change Department
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Current Status
3.1 Nature has endowed Mizoram with valuable 

“Bamboo Forests”. Bamboos - Green Gold for the State 

- are one of the most important natural resources which 

provide immense economic, social and environmental 

benefits to the local communities. Bamboos are used for 

multiple purposes as the culms are straight and strong 

but light. These are used extensively in house construc-

tion particularly in the rural areas, as food (bamboo pick-

les and bamboo shoots or bamboo sprouts) and for mak-

ing various household items including stools, benches, 

kitchen utensils, agricultural implements and fishing de-

vices. Vegetables prepared with bamboo shoots are high-

ly delicious as well as rich in nutrients. Further, bamboo 

acts as an effective soil binder protecting the slopes from 

erosion through its deep and extensive root system.

3.2 The bamboos have commercial value as raw mate-

rials for  big  as  well as cottage industries. Bamboo culms 

are used for manufacturing pulp and paper. The bamboos 

are also used in cottage and small-scale industries pro-

ducing several items of common use including agarbat-

ti, toothpicks, chopsticks and kite-frames. Bamboo mat 

board, bamboo mat corrugated sheet and bamboo floor 

board are attracting buyers in the market. Bamboo has 

the potential to be an effective wood substitute. Bamboo 

laminates can be used replacing scarce timber for making 

good-quality furniture, doors, windows and other similar 

products.      

THE 
BAMBOOS

Dendrocalamus hamiltonii Ro
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_______________________________________________________  
3 Environment and Forest Department, Government of Mizoram (2010). Bamboos of Mizoram. Dehra-
dun: Print World
4Environment and Forest Department, Government of Mizoram (2010). Bamboos of Mizoram. Dehra-
dun: Print World

3.3 The forests of Mizoram support 

several useful species of bamboos. 35 spe-

cies of bamboos under 9 genera have been 

reported to grow in the State3 .  Melocanna 

baccifera (locally called “Mautak”, “Mau-

mitvel”, “Ramaw”, “Mou”, “Egochiabas” 

and “Uarthoi”), an evergreen non-clump 

forming bamboo species, is abundantly 

found in the State as the dominant bam-

boo species.

 Melocanna baccifera contributes to around 93 percent of the total growing stock 

of bamboos in the State4. It is normally found at places having altitude of below 1000 m 

and is common on some river banks. Other common species are Bambusa tulda (Rawth-

ing), Dendrocalamus longispathus (Rawnal), Dendrocalamus hamiltonii (Phulrua), Dendro-

calamus sikkimensis (Rawmi) and Bambusa nutans (Ankuang). These species do not occur 

in large proportions like Melocanna baccifera but are commercially valuable.

3.4 Bambusa mizorameana (Talan), Dendrocalamus strictus (Tursing), Schizostachyum 

dullooa (Rawthla), Chimonobambusa griffithiana (Phar), Melocalamus compactiflorus 

(Sairil), Dendrocalamus hookeri (Raw-lak) and Pseudostachyum polymorphum (Chal) are 

also found in the State but are not so common. Dendrocalamus manipureanus (Rawchhia/

Rawchhe changdam), Cephalostachyum capitatum (Nat), Drepanostachyum falcatum (Lik), 

Cephalostachyum latifolium (Raw-ngal), Bambusa nagalandeana (Ralleng mau), Cepha-

lostachyum mannii (Saiman), Phyllostachys mannii (Manii bamboo), Cephalostachyum 

pergracile (Maudang), Thyrsostachys oliveri (Phungkirua), Bambusa dampaeana (Dampa 

mau) and Chimonocalamus lushaiensis are the rare species found scattered here and there. 

Some useful exotic species such as Bambusa vulgaris (Vairua), Bambusa vulgaris var. vit-

tata (Yellow bamboo), Bambusa vulgaris var. waminii, Dendrocalamus latiflorus, Bambusa 

balcooa (Vai rawthing), Bambusa bambos (Rawhling), Bambusa multiplex, Dendrocalamus 

asper (Asper mau), Dendrocalamus giganteus (Rawpui) and Phyllostachys edulis (China 

mau) have been introduced in the State during previous years for economic and ecolog-

ical benefits.

Melocanna baccifera
Ro
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ur
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H
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3.5 Melocanna  baccifera (Mautak) is   the most  favourite  followed  by   Bambusa tulda 

(Rawthing), Dendrocalamus hamiltonnii (Phulrua), Dendrocalamus longispathus (Rawnal) 

and Dendrocalamus sikkimensis (Rawmi) amongst all edible bamboos5. Melocanna baccif-

era is also referred to sometimes by its old name of  Melocanna bambusoides. Its fruits are 

eaten by animals such as barking deer, bison, wild boar, cattle, pigs etc. whereas young 

shoots are eaten by monkeys, porcupine and other wild animals.

 

3.6 Some important tree species observed growing along-with bamboos include Tec-

tona grandis (Teak/Tlawr), Phyllanthus emblica (Sunhlu), Litsea monopetala (Nauthak), 

Pterospermum acerifolium (Siksil), Terminalia myriocarpa (Char), Caryota urens (Meihle/

Meibu), Artocarpus chaplasha (Tatkawng), Duabanga grandiflora (Zuang), Albizia procera 

(Kangtek), Gmelina arborea (Thlanvawng), Syzygium cumini (Lenhmui), and Rhus chin-

ensis (Khawmhma). Associated shrubs include Strobilanthes capitatus (Tu-mau), Gnetum 

gnemon, (Pelh), Lepionurus sylvestris (Anpangthuam), Clerodendrum infortunatum (Phui-

hnam-chhia) and Clerodendrum wallichii (Phuihnam hnahsin). Species of herbs like Bego-

nia dioica (Sekhupthur), Rhynchotechum ellipticum (Tiar-rep), Sonchus brachyotus (Khuan-

glawi) etc are also found along-with prominent bamboo species. 

 ________________________________________
 5The Bamboo Policy of Mizoram 2002, para 3.3
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 A large area of 3,476 sq km, which is 16.49 percent of the State’s total geographi-

cal area, has been assessed as bamboo bearing area in recorded forest areas6. Total 1,074 

million culms of bamboos with equivalent green weight of 8,812 thousand tonnes were 

estimated as present in the recorded forest areas.  

3.8 Mizoram suffers from famines, known locally as “Mautam” and “Thingtam”. 

Mautam is caused by the flowering of Melocanna baccifera and Thingtam by the flowering 

of Bambusa tulda. Mautam occurs 30 years after Thingtam and the latter 18 years after 

Mautam. The State witnessed Mautam in 1815, 1863, 1911, 1959, and recently in 2006-

07. The latest gregarious flowering started in 2006 and then increased abruptly in 2008. 

Due to this flowering, 331.43 million culms of bamboos were lost in 2006 and 3,324.63 

million culms in 20087. Again, a “Thingtam” is expected in 2025 and “Mautam” in 2055. 

Mautam is more severe because Melocanna baccifera is abundantly found and its seeds 

have the potential to support larger population of rats.

Extent of Bamboo Bearing Areas

3.7 Bamboos are found abundantly 

in Mizoram mainly along river banks 

and on abandoned jhumland. Both 

the clump forming and the non-clump 

forming species occur naturally in most 

parts of the State except on the higher 

altitudes of its eastern region.

                          _________________________________________________________________

6 Forest Survey of India, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government of India 
(2019); India State of Forest Report 2019; Dehradun: Allied Printers;
 7 Environment and Forest Department, Government of Mizoram (2010). Bamboos of Mizoram. Dehra-
dun: Print World

Melocanna baccifera 
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The 
Medicinal Plants

Availability  

4.1 Soil properties and climatic conditions in the State of Mizoram are suitable for 

healthy growth of several plant species having medicinal values. In fact, the forests in 

the State have the potential to produce plants or mixture of plant extracts for wide uses 

in herbal medicines. Various species ranging from Lichens, Pteridophytes to Shrubs and 

Trees having significant medicinal properties are found in all types of forests occurring 

in the State.  

4.2 Some of the fruits having medici-

nal values which are sold seasonally in the 

local markets are Lakhuihthei (Ananas 

cosmosus), Lamkhuang (Artocarpus hetero-

phyllus), Theiherawt (Averrhoa carambola), 

Maipawl (Benincasa hispida), Theipaling-

kawh (Bruinsmia polysperma), Thingfangh-

ma (Carica papaya), Ser (Citrus medica), 

Sermam (Citrus sinensis), Sertawk (Cit-

rus grandis), Serthlum (Citrus reticulata), 

Theifeimung (Dimocarpus longan), Theipui 

(Ficus semicordata), Chengkek (Garcin-

ia lanceifolia), Balhla (Musa acuminata), 

Butter thei (Persea americana), Kawlthei 

(Psidium guajava), Khawmhma (Rhus chin-

ensis), Sapthei (Passiflora edulis), Sunhlu 

(Phyllanthus emblica), Tengtere (Tamarin-

dus indica), Theihai (Mangifera indica) etc.           

Resource Augmentation
4.3 Ex-situ conservation (off-site con-

servation) has been taken up for those 

species whose wild population has dwin-

dled to critical levels. Emphasis has been 

given on rare, endangered and threatened 

but indigenous species. Some of such spe-

cies are Phyllanthus emblica, Saraca asoca, 

Embelia ribes, Hydrocarpus kurzii, Orox-

ylum indicum and Aquilaria malaccensis.  

The resource base of medicinal plants in 

high demand has also been augmented 

through artificial regeneration.    
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4.4 Setting up Medicinal Plants Conservation Areas (MPCAs) and making provisions 
for proper treatments to such areas is another option which is extremely useful for con-
serving the diverse genetic base of medicinal plants. Sites rich in medicinal and aromatic 
plants (herbs, shrubs or trees) are identified and earmarked as MPCAs for conserving 
existing vegetation in their natural habitats.
 Floristic survey is carried out to document plants-diversity and assess population 
status of prioritized species. Depending upon the existing population and the regeneration 
status, interventions for augmenting the resource-base of medicinal plants in their natural 
habitats and carrying out sustainable harvest of medically-useful parts of the plants are 
planned. Suitable species are planted on scattered vacant land (Aided Natural Regenera-
tion) to enhance crop-productivity. Various potential sites in the State located at places like 
Arleihnuai (Serchip district), Kharzawl Ram (Kolasib district), Khanneu Ram (Kolasib 
district) etc. have been earmarked as “Medicinal Plants Conservation Areas” for facilitat-
ing effective conservation of valuable medicinal plants existing in the forests. 
 Some of the species being conserved at such sites are Aporosa octandra (Chhawntu-
al), Artocarpus chaplasha (Tatkawng), Aquilaria malaccensis (Thingrai), Bacaurea ramiflo-
ra (Pangkai), Callicarpa arborea (Hnahkiah), Carallia brachiata (Theiria), Clerodendrum 
infortunatum (Phuihnamchhia), Dillenia indica (Kawrthindeng), Duabanga grandiflora 
(Zuang), Phyllanthus emblica (Sunhlu), Embelia ribes (Naufadawntuai), Ficus semicordata 
(Theipui), Garcinia paniculata (Vawmva), Hydnocarpus kurzii (Khawitur), Homalomena 
aromatica (Anchiri), Oroxylum indicum (Archangkawm), Pterygota alata (Thingvan-
dawt), Saraca asoca (Mualhawih), Syzygium cumini (Lenhmui), Terminalia chebula (Re-
raw), Toona ciliata (Teipui) etc.

Hemalomena aromatica(Anchiri)
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THE ORCHIDS
Beautiful Orchids of Mizoram

5.1 Orchids, because of their beautiful and attractive flowers, have gained much pop-

ularity. Colorful and fragrant flowers produced by the orchid species have high demand in 

the market. The State of Mizoram is blessed with several species of valuable orchids locally 

known as “Nauban”. In fact, the nature has bestowed Mizoram with a precious wealth 

of diverse orchid species. The epiphytic orchids are found abundantly in the mountain 

sub-tropical pine forests (9/C2) whereas terrestrial orchids are more confined to tropical 

semi-evergreen forests (2B/C2). 

_____________________________  
8Environment, Forests and Climate Change department, Government of Mizoram; Orchids of 
Mizoram. Aizawl: Five Brothers Offset Press

 Some of the epiphytic genera 

which are normally found in the State are 

Acampe, Ascocentrum, Aerides, Bulbo-

phyllum,Coelogyne, Cleisostoma, Dend-

robium, Eria, Liparis, Oberonia,Papilion-

anthe, Pholidota,Renanthera and Vanda. 

Terrestrial orchid genera reported to occur 

in the State are Acanthephipium, Arundi-

na, Calanthe, Eulophia, Habenaria, Malax-

is, Peristylis, Phaius etc. 

5.2 83 species of common orchids 

found in the State have been listed with 

botanical description and photographs8. 

In addition, there are several other species 

occurring in the forests.

The State also provides natural habitats for 

four important species listed under Sched-

ule VI of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 

1972. These are Blue Vanda (Vanda coeru-

lea), Red Vanda (Renanthera imschootiana) 

and Ladies Slipper Orchids (Paphiopedilum 

hirsutissimum and Paphiopedilum villosum). 

The occurrence of these species reflects the 

ecological importance of the orchid-wealth 

found in the State of Mizoram. 

25
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5.3 Orchids found in Mizoram have both ornamental and medicinal values. 

Some of the species such as Arundina graminifolia, Ascocentrum ampullaceum, 

Aerides odorata, Coelogyne flavida, Coelogyne nitida, Cymbidium iridioides, Dend-

robium transparens, Liparis longipes, Paphiopedilum villosum, Pelatantheria insec-

tifera, Papilionanthe teres, Phaius tankervilleae, Vanda coerulea (Blue vanda) have 

more ornamental values whereas some species such as Dendrobium nobile, Eria 

spicata, Eulophia nuda, Malaxis acuminata, Vanda testacea etc. carry significant 

medicinal value also. Renanthera imschootiana is one of the most common but 

threatened species found in the State. Its local name “Senhri” is also very pop-

ular. Its beautiful flower (flowering season - May to June), which is red deep in 

colour, is presently the State Flower of Mizoram. Earlier, the flower produced 

by Globba spathulata (Aiting), which is very unique resembling like a dancing 

girl, was the “State flower”. 

Uses of Orchids

5.4 Beautiful Orchids of Mizoram have immense social, ecological and eco-

nomical values. Their uses are enormous. They can be utilized for their orna-

mental values and also for preparation of herbal medicines and perfumes.       

Conservation Efforts

5.5 Mini orchid-house has been established one each at Aizawl Zoo, Cham-

phai and Sairang. Some of the species such as Aerides odorata, Arundina gramin-

ifolia, Bulbophyllum parryae, Dendrobium chrysotoxum, Dendrobium densiflorum, 

Dendrobium nobile, Renanthera imschootiana, Vanda cristata etc. are being con-

served in mini orchid houses.
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Protected Areas

6.1  The State of Mizoram houses an impressive network of the notified protected 
areas comprising of one Tiger Reserve, two National Parks and eight Wildlife Sanctuar-
ies. These are Dampa Tiger Reserve, Murlen National Park, Phawngpui (Blue Mountain) 
National Park, Ngengpui Wildlife Sanctuary, Lengteng Wildlife Sanctuary, Khawnglung 
Wildlife Sanctuary,Tawi Wildlife Sanctuary,Thorangtlang Wildlife Sanctuary, Pualreng 
Wildlife Sanctuary, Tokalo Wildlife Sanctuary and Buhvum Wildlife Sanctuary. About 
9.48 % of the total geographical area of the State (1,997.75 sq km) is under the protected 
areas network (Table 6.1). 

6.2 The network of protected areas in 
the State supports healthy habitats for 
many wild animals, birds, amphibians 
and reptiles.  

Mammals

6.3 The occurrence of several spe-
cies of cat family namely Common leop-
ard (Panthera pardus), Clouded leopard 
(Neofelis nebulosa), Marbled cat (Pardofelis 

marmorata), Asiatic golden cat (Catopuma 

temminckii), Leopard cat (Prionailurus ben-

galensis), Fishing cat (Prionailurus viverri-

nus) and Jungle cat (Felis chaus) have been 

reported in the State. Some other carni-

vores such as Asiatic black bear (Ursus 

thibetanus), Jackal (Canis aureus), Dhole 

(Cuon alpinus), Malayan sun bear (Helarc-

tos malayanus) etc. are also found. 

THE 
WILDLIFE
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Leopard, Dampa Tiger Reserve

Barking deer, Dampa Tiger Reserve



31

6.4  Gaur (Bos gaurus), Sambar (Rusa unicolor), Barking deer (Muntiacus muntjak), Serow 
(Capricornis sumatraensis), Wild boar (Sus scrofa) are some of the herbivore species found 
in the State. Sambar, Barking deer, Serow and Wild boar are the primary preys of tigers 
and leopards. Moreover, the forests support diversity of primates by providing habitats for 
Western Hoolock gibbon (Hoolock hoolock), Phayre’s Leaf monkey (Trachypithecus phayrei), 
Stump-tailed macaque (Macaca arctoides), Assamese macaque (Macaca assamensis), Slow 
loris (Nycticebus bengalensis), Capped langur (Trachypithecus pileatus), Northern Pig-tailed 
macaque (Macaca leonina) and Rhesus macaque (Macaca mulatta). Western Hoolock gib-
bon, the only ape species of India and one of the most endangered primate species, is 
found in the forests of Mizoram.
 
6.5 Smaller animals like Large-toothed ferret badger (Melogale personata), Hog badger 
(Arctonyx collaris), Small-toothed ferret badger (Melogale moschata), Small-clawed otter 
(Aonyx cinerea), Yellow-throated marten (Martes flavigula), Bear cat (Arctictis binturong), 
Large Indian civet (Viverra zibetha), Himalayan palm civet (Paguma larvata), Small Indian 
civet (Viverricula indica), Crab-eating mangoose (Herpestes urva) etc. add to the faunal di-
versity of the State.

 
Amphibians and Reptiles
6.6 Several species of amphibians 
(mainly frogs), lizards, snakes, turtles and 
tortoises are found in the forests of the 
State. Bufo melanostictus, Xenophrys parva, 
Rana danieli, Philautus parvulus and Rha-
cophorus bipunctatus are some of the frog 
species and Calotes emma, Draco maculatus, 
Japalura planidorsata, Ptyctolaemus gularis, 
and Gekko gecko are some of the lizard 
species found in Mizoram. White-lipped 
pit viper (local name - Rultuha, scientific 
name - Cryptelytrops albolabris), Mountain 
pit viper (local name - Rulmuk, scientif-
ic name -Ovophis monticola), King cobra 
(local name - Rulngan, scientific name - 
Ophiophagus hannah), Burmese python 
(local name -Saphai, scientific name - Py-
thon bivittatus) etc. are few representatives 
of reptilian found in the State.

Avifauna
6.7 The forests in Mizoram provide 
healthy habitats for several bird spe-
cies. Because of significant avian wealth, 
Phawngpui (Blue Mountain) National 
Park, Dampa Tiger Reserve, Lengteng 
Wildlife Sanctuary, Murlen National 

Park, Ngengpui Wildlife Sanctuary and 
Palak Lake have been designated as “Im-
portant Bird Areas” for effective conserva-
tion of the birds and their natural habitats. 
Some of the threatened bird species such as 
Mrs. Hume’s pheasant (Syrmaticus humiae), 
Blyth’s tragopan (Tragopan blythii), Dark-
rumped or Khasi Hills swift (Apus acuticau-
da) and Rufous-necked hornbill (Aceros ni-
palensis) are also found in the State. Some 
important Bird species such as “Lesser 
Whistling teal” and “Black stork” have been 
camera-trapped in Damp Tiger Reserve. 

6.8 Vavu (Mrs. Hume’s bartailed pheas-
ant) is the State Bird, Saza (Serow) is the 
State animal and Senhri (Red vanda) is the 
State flower.

6.9 Some new species recently report-
ed to be found in wild habitats of the State 
include Chordodes mizoramensis (Horsehair 
worm), Eutyphoeus mizoramensis (earth-
worm), Glyptothorax scrobiculus (fish), Lep-
tolalax tamdil (frog), Pseudolaguvia virgula-
ta and P. spicula (cat fish), and Ptychozoon 
lionotum (Smooth-backed gliding gecko). 
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Hoolock gibbon
Aizawl Zoological Park

Clouded leopard
Aizawl Zoological Park
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6.11 The National Zoo Policy adopted 

by the Government of India in the year 

1998 states, “Today when wildlife habi-

tats are under severe pressure and a large 

number of species of wild fauna have be-

come endangered, the zoos have not only 

to sustain their own population but also 

augment the depleting populations of 

endangered species in the wild”. Moving 

in that direction, Conservation Breeding 

Center has been established in the Aiza-

wl Zoological Park for Burmese brown 

tortoise (Satel), Hume’s pheasant (Vavu), 

Hoolock gibbon (Hauhuk), and Stump 

tailed macaque (Zawng Mawt). Conser-

vation breeding is aimed at re-producing 

additional population of endangered spe-

cies for re-introduction in the wild as and 

when it is appropriate to do so.

6.12 Aizawl Zoological Park has the 

best of facilities for the animals and also 

for the visitors. The Visitor’s Retiring 

Shed, constructed at a very high location, 

provides magnificent view of the natural 

landscape existing in and around the zoo. 

The Interpretation Center, situated near 

the entrance of the Aizawl Zoological 

Park, serves as a place for learning about 

the nature and the wildlife through sim-

ple but effective audio and visual aids. It 

is designed to send a strong message to 

zoo visitors about the need for conserva-

tion of the forests and preservation of the 

wildlife. Because of its good connectivity, 

amazing landscape and well-managed 

eco-system supporting healthy habitats 

for animals, the zoo attracts students, re-

searchers, academic experts on wildlife,-

nature lovers and others. In fact, it acts 

as a repository of knowledge for ex-situ 

conservation of rare and endangered spe-

cies while at the same time, it serves as an 

effective center for education on wildlife 

and awareness-generation on the need to 

protect the wildlife. 

 

Aizawl Zoological Park

6.10 Aizawl Zoological Park, the only zoo in Mizoram, is located at Sakawrtuichhun 

near Aizawl over an area of 65 hectare. It provides a natural habitat like environment 

offering the best care to the animals. Its inmates include carnivores, omnivores, deers, 

macaques, pheasants, reptiles etc. including several endangered species. Animal enclo-

sures are for Malayan sun bear (Samang), Binturong (Zamphu), Himalayan black bear 

(Savawm), Nocturnal house (Zana tla chi in), Brush tailed porcupine (Kuhsi), Burmese 

brown tortoise (Satel), Reptiles (Leia bawkvak chi), Clouded leopard (Kelral), Kalij pheas-

ant (Vahrit), Wild pig (Sanghal), Stumped tailed macaque (Zawng mawt), Jackal (Sihal), 

Pied hornbill (Vahai), Burmese peafowl (Ar awn), Hume’s pheasant (Vavu), Red jungle 

fowl (Ramar), Hoolock gibbon (Hauhuk), Capped langur (Ngau), Goral (Sathar), Serow 

(Saza), Barking deer (Sakhi), Sambar deer (Sazuk), Pig tailed macaque (Zawng), Rhesus 

macaque (Zawng), Hog badger (Phivawk) and Assamese macaque (Zawng).
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Wildlife Preservation

6.13 All protected areas in the State 

are being effectively managed as per their 

respective long-term management plans 

(Tiger Conservation Plan for Dampa Ti-

ger Reserve). In addition, potential wild-

life habitats outside the protected areas 

are also being managed scientifically by 

following the existing policy, the applica-

ble acts and the framed rules. 

The strategies being implemented for 

wildlife preservation have the focus on 

(1) habitat restoration and enrichment 

through positive interventions (2) pro-

tection to existing wildlife (3) awareness 

generation for inviting people’s pro-active 

support in maintaining healthy habitats 

for wildlife and (4) creation of necessary 

infrastructural facilities. 
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Location

7.1 The Dampa Tiger Reserve was notified in the year 1994 covering an area of 545 
sq km9. Buffer area of 488 sq.km was added to the Reserve in 201110. It is located in Ma-
mit district of the State, at the tri-junction of Bangladesh and two States of India namely 
Mizoram and Tripura. It is the largest protected area in Mizoram covering a total area of 
1,033 sq km. Its altitude varies from 200 m to 1200 m above mean sea level (MSL). 

Wild Animals
7.2 The important wild animals found 
in the Dampa Tiger Reserve include vari-
ous species of Felids such as Tiger (Sakei), 
Leopard (Keite), Jungle cat (Ngharbawr), 
Clouded leopard, Marbled cat, Asiatic gold-
en cat, Leopard cat, Fishing cat and others. 
Common carnivores include Asian elephant 
(Sai), Asiatic blackbear, Malayan sunbear 
(Samang) Wild dog/Dhole (Chinghnia), 
Jackal etc. 

 The herbivores species includes 
Gaur (Ramsial), Sambar, Serow, Barking 
deer, Wild boar and Asiatic elephant (Sai). 
Further, important primates are found in 
Dampa Tiger Reserve which include West-
ern hoolock gibbon (Hauhuk), Phayre’s leaf 
monkey (Dawr), Assamese macaque (Za-
wng), Capped langur (Ngau), Slow loris (Sa-
huai), Stump tailed macque (Zawngmawt), 
northern pig-tailed macaque and Rhesus 
macaque (Zawng). 
 Adding to Dampa’s faunal di-
versity, there are Chinese and  Burmese 
ferret badger (Sahmaitha), hog badger 
(Phivawk), small-clawed otter (Sahram-
te), yellow-throated marten (Safia), large 
Indian civet (Tlumpui), small Indian civet 
(Tlumherh), Himalayan palm civet (Za-
wbuang), Binturong (Zamphu), Chinese 
pangolin (Saphu), Himalayan crestless 
porcupine, brush-tailed porcupine, Malay-

an giant squirrel (Awrrang),Yellow belies 
weasel (Sarivaithun), Striped backed wea-
sel  (Sarivaithun), Crab-eating mongoose 
(Saphairuang) and red flying squirrel.

Avifauna
7.3 So far, 237 bird species have been 
recorded, of which 148 species are forest 
birds. The important bird species found 
in the Reserve are Great Indian hornbill 
(Vapual), Wreathed hornbill (Kawlhawk), 
Oriental hornbill, Pied hornbill (Vahai), 
Imperial pheasant (Bullut), Bhutan pea-
cock pheasant (Varihaw), Kalij pheasant 
(Vahrit), Red jungle fowl (Ramar), Red 
headed-trogon (Varalthi), mountain bam-
boo partridge, white- checked partridge, 
Grey peacock-pheasant, Common kingfish-
er, Oriental dwarf kingfisher, Stork-billed 
kingfisher, White-throated kingfisher, com-
mon hawk-cuckoo, Eurasian cuckoo, Indian 
cuckoo, Violet cuckoo, Jerdon’s baza, black 
baza, crested serpent eagle, Lesser racket 
tailed drongo, Greater racket-tailed dron-
go, Black stork, Oriental honey buzzard etc. 
Bird species such as Lesser whistling teal 
and Black stork have been camera-trapped 
in Dampa recently. This is a significant find-
ing as Dampa was not a part of the Lesser 
whistling teal geographical range. Owing to 
Dampa’s significant avian wealth, it is des-
ignated as one of the Important Bird Areas 
(IBA) in India.

_______________________________________________________ 
9Government notification No. B.11011/14/90-FST dated 07.12.1994.
 10Notified vide B.11011/14/90-FST dated 17.03.2011

DAMPA TIGER 
RESERVE



38

Leopard
Dampa Tiger Reserve

Sambar
Dampa Tiger Reserve
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Amphibians and reptiles

7.4 Presence of 20 species of amphibians (Uchang) and 43 species of reptiles (snakes & 
lizards etc) has been reported in the Tiger Reserve.

Connectivity

7.5 By Road 

The reserve can be accessed by road through the following routes:
__________________________________________________________________
Origin       Major route                 Approach           Entry point        Distance (in km)
__________________________________________________________________
Aizawl       Aizawl – Tuipuibari    West Phaileng      Teirei            107 km
Aizawl       Aizawl – Tuipuibari    West Phaileng      Phuldungsei      140 km
______________________________________________________________
B y Rail

The nearest railway station is Bairabi in Kolasib District of Mizoram, which is 
about 80 km away from West Phaileng.

By Air

The nearest airport is Lengpui, which is 60 km away from West Phaileng. There 
are daily air services from Delhi, Kolkata and Guwahati to Lengpui airport.

The best season for visit is October to April. 

Major attractions:
7.6 The major attraction of the Dampa Tiger Reserve is the abundant pop-
ulation of various felids such as Leopard (Keite), Clouded leopard (Kelral), 
Leopard cat (Sanghar), Asiatic golden cat (Keisen), Jungle cat (Sauak) and 
Fishing cat(Ngharbawr). The Dampa Tiger Reserve is a home to a large num-
ber of endangered Clouded leopard(local name-Kelral). The population den-
sity of Clouded leopard in DTR is estimated at 5.14 per 100 sq km (Singh & 
Macdonald 2017)11. Further, the Reserve is also home to some endemic and 
rare species such as Ferret badger, Malayan sun bear (Samang/Mangthir), 
Asiatic elephants (Sai), Civets (Tlumpui/Tlumherh), Western hoolock gibbon 
(Hauhuk) and Phayre’s leaf monkey (Dawr). Other major attraction is abun-
dance of Great hornbill (Vapual), Wreathed hornbill (Kawlhawk), Malayan 
night heron and Scarlet-backed flowerpecker.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11Singh, Priya and Macdonald, David W.2017. Population and activity patterns of Clouded leop-
ards and Marbled cats in Dampa Tiger Reserve, India. Journal of Mammalogy,Volume 98, Issue 
5, Pages 1453-1462, Published online September 8, 2017 
https://academic.oup.com/jmammal/article/98/5/1453/4107910
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Phayre’s Leaf Monkey Wreathed Hornbill

Pigtailed Macaque Malabar Civet

Golden Cat Great Indian Hornbill

Temporary anti-poaching Camp inside Dampa Tiger Reserve
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Murlen National 
Park

Location

8.1 The Murlen National Park, covering an area of 100 sq km in Champhai district, 

was notified in the year 200312. It is located at an altitude varying from 400m to 1900m 

above the mean sea level (MSL). 

Wild Animals

8.2 The important wild animals found 

in the National Park are Tiger (Sakei), 

Leopard (Keite), Goral (Sathar), Serow 

(Saza), Sambar (Sazuk), Barking deer 

(Sakhi), Wild boar (Sanghal), Rhesus ma-

caque (Zawng) Yellow-throated marten 

(Safia), Large Indian civet (Tlumpui), 

Small Indian civet (Tlumherh), Common 

palm civet (Sazaw), and other arboreal 

animals.

Avifauna

8.3 The important birds found in the 

park are Mrs. Hume’s pheasant (Vavu), 

Kalij pheasant (Vahrit), Bhutan peacock 

pheasant (Varihaw), Red jungle fowl (Ra-

mar), Pied hornbill (Vahai), Imperial pi-

geon (Bullut), Crested serpent eagle (Mu-

vanlai), Brown wood owl (Chingpirinu), 

Hoopoe (Chhuangtuar) etc.

_________________________________________________________________________________

12Notification No. B.12012/5/99-FST dated 24.01.2003
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Connectivity

8.4 The Murlen National Park is 50 km from Champhai and 240 km from Aizawl. The 

best season to visit is October to May. 

Thick virgin forest, Murlen National Park
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Major Attractions:

8.5 Major attractions of Murlen Na-

tional Park include the presence of various 

endemic floral and faunal species. Hoolock 

gibbon (Hauhuk) is one endemic and en-

dangered fauna that is still present in quite 

abundance. Murlen National Park also has 

a very good floral wealth particularly in 

Chamdur area where one can find beauti-

ful thick virgin forest with diverse endemic 

floral species. Richness in wild orchids and 

Rhododendron species is also one reason 

to visit this area.
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Phawngpui 
National Park

Location
9.1 The Phawngpui National Park, covering an area of 50 sq. km in Lawngtlai dis-

trict, was notified in the year 199713. It is located at an altitude varying from 1,000m to 

2,157 m above the mean sea level (MSL). The Phawngpui mountain, also called the blue 

mountain of Mizoram having the highest peak of the State (2157m) is inside the park.

The name of the park ‘Phawngpui’ is local (Lai-Pawi) dialect signifying ‘place of bamboo 

grass’ as large part of the area is covered with bamboo grass named Eulalia trispicata 

(meaning Thang in mizo).

Wild Animals
9.2 The important wild animals found 

in the National Park are Tiger (Sakei), 

Leopard (Keite), Clouded leopard (Kel-

ral), Golden cat (Keisen) Jungle cat 

(Sauak), Marble cat (Ngharbawr), Leop-

ard cat (Sanghar), Himalayan black bear 

(Savawm), Malayan sun bear (Samang/

Mangthir) Binturong (Zamphu), Serow 

(Saza), Goral (Sathar), Sambar (Sazuk), 

Barking deer (Sakhi), Indian bison (Ram-

sial), Hoolock gibbon (Hauhuk), Common 

langur (Ngau), Stump-tailed macaque 

(Zawng mawt/ Zawng hmaisen), Slow lo-

ris (Sahuai) etc. Among Lesser Carnivores 

are Small & Large-toothed ferret badger 

(Sahmaitha), Hog badger (Phivawk), Yel-

low-throated marten (Safia), Yellow bel-

lied weasel (Srivaithun), both Small and 

Large Indian civet (Tlumherh / Tlumpui), 

Common palm civet (Zawhang/Sazaw), 

Bitunrong (Zamphu), Spotted linsang 

(Ngharthingawn), etc.
__________________________________________________________________________
13Notification No. B.12011/5/91-FST dated 22.07.1997

Phawngpui National Park
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Avifauna

9.3 The important birds found in the 

park are Blyth’s tragopan (Vanga), Mrs. 

Hume’s pheasant (Vavu), Firetailed sun-

bird (Dawithiama Ar), Grey sibia (Vasir), 

Wreathed hornbill (Kawlhawk), Kalij 

pheasant (Vahrit), White cheeked par-

tridge (Varung), Great hornbill (Vapual), 

Indian pied hornbill (Vahai), Barred but-

tonquail (Vahmim). Among pigeons, 

presence of Mountain imperial pigeon 

(Bullut), Speckled wood pigeon (Zobul-

lut), Pompadour green pigeon (Huifek), 

Pintailed green pigeon (Huipui), Wedge-

tailed green pigeon (Huipuithlakisen) etc. 

has been reported. 

Common wood peckers found are Greater 

yellow-napped woodpecker (Thlohlupar), 

Golden backed woodpecker (Thlohpui), 

Great slaty Woodpecker (Thlohsai) etc. 

Besra (Mute), Crested honey buzzard (Mu 

arla), Oriental hobby (Mute awm sen), 

Peregrine falcon (Mungek), Crested ser-

pent eagle (Muvanlai), Brown wood owl 

(Chingpirinu), Spot-bellied eagle owl (Ch-

himbuk), Red headed trogon (Varalthi), 

and Indian roller (Vapui) are also found. 

The National Park is one of the Import-

ant Bird Areas (IBAs) supporting several 

threatened species (A-I) and qualifying 

for A-2 criteria (Endemic Bird Area).

Oriental tree pipit Sa
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Some wild flowers of Phawngpui National Park

Phawngpui National Park 
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Connectivity

9.4 The Phawngpui National Park is 

45 km from Siaha and 250 km from Aiza-

wl. The best season for visit is October to 

March. 

Major Attractions:

9.5 The major attractions of Phawng-

pui National Park include Far Pak which 

is an open lush green grassland which 

turned golden-brown during the dry 

season. This is the place where one For-

est Rest House is located. Far Pak marks 

the hill top of Phawngpui National Park 

and is the highest point in the State of 

Mizoram. Far Pak and other parts of 

Phawngpui National Park is very rich in 

Rhododendron Spp. (Chhawkhlei) which 

blooms every year beautifully. In addi-

tion, there are very beautiful cave called 

as ‘Tialpari Puk’ and extremely steep cliff 

called ‘Thlazuang Kham’ which are visit-

ed by most of the visitors for its unique 

beauty and features. 

 The main wildlife attractions of 

the Park are Leopard (Keite), Bison (Ram-

sial/Sele), Malayan sunbear (Samang), 

Hoolock gibbon (Hauhuk), Slow loris (Sa-

huai), Pharye’s leaf monkey (Dawr) etc.
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Khawnglung 
Wildlife Sanctuary

Location

10.1 The Khawnglung Wildlife Sanctuary, covering an area of 35 sq km in Lunglei 

district, was notified in the year 200014.  

Wild Animals

10.2 The important wild animals 

found in the sanctuary are Tiger (Sakei), 

Leopard (Keite), Clouded leopard (Kel-

ral), Golden cat (Keisen), Marbled cat 

(Ngharbawr), Jungle cat (Sauak), Leop-

ard cat (Sanghar), Himalayan black bear 

(Savawm), Malayan sun bear (Samang/

Mangthir), Wild Dog / Dhole (Chingh-

nia), Binturong (Zamphu), Sambar 

(Sazuk), Barking deer (Sakhi), Serow 

(Saza), Wild boar (Sanghal), Hoolock 

gibbon (Hauhuk), Leaf monkey (Dawr) 

Common langur (Ngau), Slow loris (Sa-

huai), Small-toothed ferret badger (Sah-

maitha), Hog badger (Phivawk), Small 

clawed otter (Sahramte), Yellow bellied 

weasel (Sarivaithun), Yellow-throated 

marten (Safia), Indian civet (Tlumpui) 

and  Palm civet (Sazaw) etc.
______________________________________
14Notification No. B.12012/10/96-FST dated 12.10.2000
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Avifauna

10.3 The important birds found in the sanctuary are Great Indian hornbill (Vapual), 

Wreathed hornbill (Kawlhawk), Pied hornbill (Vahai), Mrs. Hume’s pheasant (Vavu), Ka-

lij pheasant (Vahrit), White cheeked partridge (Varung), Assam or Mountain bamboo 

partridge (Vahlah), Grey peacock pheasant (Varihaw), Red jungle-fowl (Ramar), Small 

button quaill (Vahmim), Mountain imperial pigeon (Bullut), Green imperial pigeon 

(Bullutte/Phai bullut), Thick-billed green pigeon (Vahui / Huifek), Cuckoo dove (Thumi), 

Greater yellow-nape (Thlohlupar), Golden backed woodpecker (Thlohpui), Great slaty 

woodpecker (Thlohsai), Honey buzzard (Mu arla), Oriental hobby (Mu awmsen), Pere-

grine falcon (Mungek), Brown wood-owl (Chingpirinu), Spot-bellied eagle owl (Chhim-

buk) etc. 

Connectivity

10.4 The Khawnglung Wildlife Sanctuary is 87 km from Lunglei and 140 km from 

Aizawl. The best season to visit is October to March.

Khawnglung Wildlife Sanctuary
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Major Attractions:

10.5 This Wildlife Sanctuary has a very deep cultural and historical connection. In ear-

lier days, there was a village called ‘Khawnglung’ on the hill top within this area and 

was surrounded by very steep and difficult terrain on all side. There was only one access 

to the village due to its strategic location and hence the village Chief was considered 

to be invincible. However, due to the conspiracy seeded by neighboring village Chiefs, 

the infamous invasion of Khawnglung village, which is considered to be the bloodiest 

one in Mizo history happened in 1859. The remains of this village are key attractions 

of this sanctuary till today. In addition, R. Tuichang passes through this sanctuary 

which enhances the unique features and floral and faunal diversity as well. Among the 

wildlife attractions are Hoolock gibbon(Hauhuk), Phayre’s leaf monkey (Dawr), Serow 

(Saza) and Hornbills.
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Lengteng 
Wildlife Sanctuary

Location
11.1 The Lengteng Wildlife Sanctuary, covering an area of 60 sq km in Champhai 
district, was notified in the year 200215. It carries an alpine forest belonging to Assam 
Subtropical Pine Forest Type (9/C2). The second highest peak in the State at Lengteng 
(2141 m) is inside the sanctuary. 

Wild Animals

11.2 The important wild animals 
found in the sanctuary are Leopard 
(Keite), Clouded leopard (Kelral), Jun-
gle cat (Sauak), Wild dog (Chinghnia), 
Himalayan black bear (Savawm), Sam-
bar (Sazuk), Barking deer (Sakhi), Goral 
(Sathar), Serow (Saza), Ferret badgers 
(Sahmaitha), Large Indian civet (Tlum-
pui), Giant squirrel (Awrrang), Hoolock 
gibbon (Hauhuk), Slow loris (Sahuai), 
Leaf monkey (Dawr), Common langur 
(Ngau), Rhesus macaque (Zawng), Bur-
mese python (Saphai), Porcupine (Sakuh), 
etc.

Avifauna

11.3 The important birds found in 
the sanctuary are Mrs. Hume’s pheasant 
(Vavu), Great Indian hornbill (Vapual), 
Wreathed hornbill (Kawlhawk), Pied 
hornbill (Vahai), Kalij pheasant (Vahrit), 
White cheeked partridge (Varung), Black 
eagle (Lungdup), Crested serpent eagle 
(Muvanlai), Common buzzard (Mu), 
Large tailed nightjar (Vabakmeisei), Ori-
ental dove (Vathu), Blue magpie (Vakhi-
ang), Green magpie (Dawntliang), Grey 
treepie (Bemkawng), Blue throated barbet 
(Tuklo), Hill partridge (Vahlah),White 
cheeked partridge (Rungbekvar) etc.

Lengteng Wildlife Sanctuary

__________________________________________________

15 Notification No. B.12012/15/94-FST dated 31.05.2002
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Connectivity

11.4 The Lengteng Wildlife Sanctuary is 198 km from Aizawl via Lamzawl and 12 km 

on foot from Ngopa. The best season to visit is October to April. 

Major Attractions:

11.5 Lengteng Wildlife Sanctuary is more or less connected to Murlen National Park. Ma-

jor attractions of Lengteng Wildlife Sanctuary are the presence of various endemic floral 

and faunal species. Hoolock gibbon (Hauhuk) is one endemic and endangered fauna that 

is still present in quite abundance. Richness in endemic wild orchids and Rhododendron 

species is also one reason to visit this area. In addition, this sanctuary is one of the Import-

ant Bird Areas (IBAs) supporting several threatened species (A-I) and qualifying for A-2 

criteria (Endemic Bird Area).
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Ngengpui Wildlife 
Sanctuary

Location
12.1 The Ngengpui Wildlife Sanctuary, covering an area of 110 sq km in Chhimtuipui 
district, was notified in the year 199716.  Its altitude varies from 200 m to 1,200 m above 
mean sea level (MSL). It has virgin sub-tropical evergreen vegetation, nestled in the 
Ngengpui river valley. Ngengpui forest is one of the finest rain forest in the region. The 
literal meaning of Ngengpui comes from local (Lai) dialect; ‘Ngeng’ means full grown 
Sambar deer and ‘Pui’ stands for big or great, hence Ngengpui signifies the great forest 
aboard of many Sambars.

Wild Animals

12.2 The important wild animals found in 
the sanctuary are Elephant (Sai), Gaur/Indi-
an bison (Ramsial), Leopard (Keite), Clouded 
leopard (Kelral), Golden cat (Keisen), Leop-
ard cat (Sanghar), Jungle cat (Sauak) and 
Fishing cat (Ngharbawr). Other important 
animals, having habitats in the sanctuary, 
are Himalayan black bear (Savawm), Malayan 
sun bear (Samang), Sambar (Sazuk), Barking 
deer (Sakhi), Wild boar (Sanghal), Assamese 
macaque (Zawng mawt/Zawng hmaisen), 

Hoolock gibbon (Hauhuk), Rhesus macaque 
(Zawng), Leaf monkey (Dawr), Common 
langur (Ngau), Slow loris (Sahuai), Ferret 
badger (Sahmaitha), Hog badger (Phivawk), 
Common otter (Sahram), Small-clawed otter 
(Sahramte), Yellow-throated marten (Safia), 
Large Indian civet (Tlumpui), Small Indian 
civet (Tlumherh), Common palm civet (Za-
whang), Himalaya palm civet (Zawbuang) 
etc. The sanctuary provides a unique habitat 
for about 70 species of herpeto fauna.

__________________________________________________________________________________

16Notification No. B.12012/4/91-FST dated 22.07.1997
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Avifauna

12.3 The important birds found in the sanc-

tuary are Bhutan peacock-pheasant (Varihaw), 

White cheeked partridge (Varung), Assam or 

Mountain bamboo partridge (Vahlah), Great In-

dian hornbill (Vapual), Hornbills (Kawlhawk), 

Pied hornbill (Vahai), Imperial pigeon (Bullut), 

Hume’s bartailed pheasant (Vavu),  Kalij pheas-

ant (Vahrit), Pintailed green pigeon (Vahui/Hui-

pui), Thick-billed green pigeon (Vahui/ Huifek), 

Emerald dove (Ramparva), Shikra (Mute), Per-

egrine falcon (Mungek), Black eagle (Lungdup), 

Brown wood-owl (Chingpirinu) etc.

Major Attractions:

12.5 The major attraction of 

this Wildlife Sanctuary is the 

beautiful riparian ecosystem 

which is outstandingly beauti-

ful and harbours various kinds 

of aquatic life. The presence of 

elephant herd  is another attrac-

tion. 

Connectivity

12.4 The Ngengpui Wildlife Sanctuary  is 280 km from Aizawl and 39 km from Lawngt-

lai. The best season to visit is October to April.

 In addition, this sanctuary is very rich in avian diversity and particularly rich 

in Hornbill population which includes Great Indian hornbill (Vapual), Wreath hornbills 

(Kawlhawk) and Pied hornbill (Vahai). It is one of the identified IBAs in the State. Pres-

ence of viable population of Pharye’s leaf monkey (Dawr) and Hoolock gibbon(Hauhuk) 

is also noteworthy.
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Pualreng Wildlife 
Sanctuary

Location

13.1 The Pualreng Wildlife Sanctuary, covering an area of 50 sq km in Kolasib district, 

was notified in the year 201317. Pualreng poetically means ‘VAPUAL’ in Mizo dialect, i.e. 

Great hornbill (Buceros bicornis). This area, due to its plentiful of this species, the name 

Pualreng was given. Presence of Great hornbill is an indicator of rich avian diversity in 

the sanctuary.

Wild Animals
13.2 The important wild animals found 

in the sanctuary are Hoolock gibbon 

(Hauhuk), Slow loris (Sahuai), Common 

langur (Ngau), Rhesus macaque (Zawng), 

Himalayan black bear (Savawm), Leop-

ard (Keite), Sambar (Sazuk), Serow(Saza) 

Barking deer (Sakhi), Chinese pangolin 

(Saphu), Phayre’s leaf monkey (Dawr), 

Clouded leopard (Kelral), Golden cat, Jun-

gle cat (Sauak), Marbled cat (Ngharbawr), 

Hog badger (Phivawk), Common otter 

(Sahram), Yellow-throated marten (Sa-

fia), Large Indian civet (Tlumpui), Small 

Indian civet (Tlumherh), Common Palm 

civet (Sazaw), Himalayan palm civet (Za-

wbuang), Binturung/bear cat (Zamphu), 

Crab eating mangoose(Saphairuang), Ma-

layan sun bear (Samang/Mangtir),  etc.

Avifauna
13.3 The important birds found in 

the sanctuary are Great Indian hornbill 

(Vapual), Wreathed hornbill (Kawlhawk), 

Pied hornbill (Vahai), Kalij pheasant 

(Vahrit), Bhutan peacock pheasant (Var-

ihaw), Red jungle fowl (Ramar), White 

cheeked partridge (Varung), Pintailed 

green pigeon (Vahui/Huipui), Thick-billed 

green pigeon (Vahui/ Huifek), Emerald 

dove (Ramparva), Shikra (Mute), Pere-

grine falcon (Mungek), Black eagle (Lung-

dup), Brown wood-owl (Chingpirinu) etc.

______________________________________________
17Notification No. B.12012/16/2013-FST dated 10.12.2013
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Connectivity

13.4 The Pualreng Wildlife Sanctuary is 115 km from 

Aizawl and 10 km from Kolasib. The best season to visit is 

October to April.

Major Attractions:

13.5 The main attraction of this wildlife sanctuary is 

its diverse avian fauna particularly Hornbills. There 

are four species of Hornbill found here: Great Indian 

hornbill (Vapual), Wreathed hornbill (Kawlhawk), Pied 

hornbill (Vahai) and very rare Brown hornbill. In addi-

tion, this wildlife sanctuary is rich in primates and the 

most significant ones are Hoolock gibbon (Hauhuk), 

Phayre’s lef monkey (Dawr), Slow loris (Sahuai), As-

samese macaque (Zawng hmaisen), Rhesus macaque 

(Zozawng) and Pig tailed macaque (Zawng hmeltha).

Prunus avium
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Tawi Wildlife 
Sanctuary

Location

14.1 The Tawi Wildlife Sanctuary, covering an area of 35.75 sq km in Aizawl district, 

was notified in the year 200118. Its altitude varies from 600 m to 1890 m. 

Wild Animals

14.2 The important wild animals found 

in the sanctuary are Tiger (Sakei), Leop-

ard (Keite), Golden cat (Keisen), Leopard 

cat (Sanghar), Marbled cat (Ngharrang), 

Jungle cat (Sauak), Serow (Saza), Goral 

(Sathar), Himalayan black bear (Savawm), 

Malayan sun bear (Samang), Jackal (Si-

hal), Civets (Sazaw), Yellow throated mar-

ten (Safia), Hoolock gibbon (Hauhuk), 

Leaf monkey (Dawr), Common langur 

(Ngau), Assamese macaque (Zozawng), 

Slow loris (Sahuai), Pig-tailed macaque 

(Zawng hmeltha) etc.

Avifauna

14.3 The important birds found in 

the sanctuary are Great Indian hornbill 

(Vapual), Wreathed Hornbill (Kawlhawk), 

Pied hornbill (Vahai), Kalij pheasant 

(Vahrit), Bhutan peacock pheasant (Var-

ihaw), White cheeked partridge (Varung), 

Red jungle fowl (Ramar), Imperial pigeon 

(Bullut) etc.
____________________________________________
18Notification No. B.12012/1/91-FSTdated 16.11.2001
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Connectivity

14.4 The Tawi Wildlife Sanctuary is 100 km from Aizawl. The best season to visit is 

October to April.

Major Attractions:

14.5 Among various attractive features of Tawi Wildlife Sanctuary, a unique natural 

cave called ‘Tawi Puk’ is the prominent one; and visitors hardly miss this beautiful cave. 

Presence of some endangered and valuable species such as Hoolock gibbon (Hauhuk), 

Phayre’s leaf monkey (Dawr), Malayan sun bear (Samang/Mangthir) and different kinds 

of civets and Hornbills is also another reason to explore this sanctuary.

Hog Badger
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thorangtlang 
Wildlife 

Sanctuary
Location

15.1 The Thorangtlang Wildlife Sanctuary, covering an area of 180 sq km in Lunglei 
district was notified in the year 201519.

Wild Animals

15.2 The important wild animals found 

in the sanctuary are Tiger (Sakei), Leop-

ard (Keite), Himalayan black bear, Gaur/

Indian bison (Ramsial), Sambar (Sazuk), 

Barking deer (Sakhi), Wild boar (San-

ghal), Hoolock gibbon (Hauhuk), Rhesus 

macaque (Zawng), Leaf monkey (Dawr) 

etc.

Avifauna

15.3 The important birds found in 

the sanctuary are Great Indian hornbill 

(Vapual), Wreathed hornbill (Kawlhawk), 

Pied hornbill (Vahai), Kalij pheasant 

(Vahrit), Bhutan peacock pheasant (Var-

ihaw), Red jungle fowl (Ramar), Imperial 

pigeon (Bullut) etc.

____________________________________________________________________________

19Notification No.B.12012/24/2014-FSTdated 2.11.2015
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Connectivity

15.4 The Thorangtlang Wildlife Sanctuary is 240 km from Aizawl. The best season to 

visit is October to April.

Thorangtlang Wildlife Sanctuary
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Major Attractions:

15.5   The key attraction of this sanctuary includes various primates such as Hoo-

lock gibbon (Hauhuk), Rhesus macaque (Zawng), Leaf monkey (Dawr), Indian bi-

son (Ramsial), Sambar (Sazuk), Barking deer (Sakhi) etc.
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Location
16.1 The Tokalo Wildlife Sanctuary, covering an area of 250 sq km in Siaha district, 
was notified in the year 200720. Its altitude varies from 700 m to 940 m.

Wild Animals 

16.2 The important wild animals found 
in the sanctuary are Leopard (Keite), 
Clouded leopard (Kelral), Golden cat 
(Keisen), Jungle cat (Sauak), Leopard 
cat ( Sanghar), Himalayan black bear 
(Savawm), Malayan sun bear (Samang), 
Wild dog (Chinghnia), Ferret badger (Sah-
maitha), Binturong (Zamphu), Yellow 
throated marten (Safia), Civets (Sazaw), 
Hog badger (Phivawk), Sambar (Sazuk), 
Gaur/Indian bison (Ramsial), Barking 
deer (Sakhi), Wild boar (Sanghal), Serow 
(Saza), Giant squirrel (Awrrang), Porcu-
pine (Sakuh), Hoolock gibbon (Hauhuk), 
Stumptailed macaque (Zawnghmaisen), 
Assamese macaque (Zo zawng), Leaf 
monkey (Dawr), Slow loris (Sahuai) etc.

Avifauna

16.3 The important birds found in 
the sanctuary are Great Indian hornbill 
(Vapual), Wreathed hornbill (Kawlhawk), 
Pied hornbill (Vahai), Imperial pheasant 
(Bullut), Kalij Pheasant (Vahrit), Red jun-
gle fowl (Ramar), Greater coucal (Laru-
ang Sehnawt), Jungle myna (Ramvaiva), 
Kingfisher (Kaikuangral), Crested serpent 
eagle (Muvanlai), Black eagle (Lungdup), 
Broad billed roller, Brown fish owl, Brown 
hawk owl, Common hoopoe (Chhuangtu-
ar), Common kestrel (Mute), Indian roller 
(Vapui), Oriental honey buzzard (Mute 
awmsen), Oriental scops owl, Red head-
ed trogon (varalthi), Red whiskered bul-
bul, Rose ringed parakeet (Vaki), Rufous 
woodpecker, Rufous-faced warbler, Scar-
let minivet (Bawng), Thick billed green pi-
geon (Vahui), Verditer flycatcher (Thelhh-
niar), Whiskered yuhina(Thehhek), White 
cheeked partridge etc.

____________________________________________________________________________________

20Notification No. B.12012/16/2013-FST dated 10.12.2013
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Connectivity

16.4 The Tokalo Wildlife Sanctuary is 370 km from Aizawl, 110 km from Saiha and 75

km from Lawngtlai. The best season to visit is October to April.

Major Attractions:

16.5 The major attraction of this wildlife sanctuary is abundant population of Hoolock

gibbon (Hauhuk) which is valuable endangered species worldwide. Further, this Wildlife

sanctuary also has Indian bison (Ramsial), which could not be found or camera trapped

in some other wildlife sanctuaries. The closeness of the area with Kolodyne River also

makes it peculiar in terms of beautiful landscape and terrains
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View of Buhvum Wildlife Sanctuary from Karlui Village
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Kungchhe Lui, Buhvum Wildlife Sanctuary
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Buhvum Wildlife 
Sanctuary

Location

17.1 The Buhvum Wildlife Sanctuary, covering an area of 94 sq km in Lawngtlai district, 

was notified in the year 201521.

 Wild Animals

17.2 Although the main focus of fau-

nal diversity of Buhvum Wildlife sanc-

tuary is endangered Indian Bison (Ram-

sial), yet other wild animals/wildlife  like 

Sambar (Sazuk), Hog badger (Phivawk), 

Otter (Sahram), Wild boar (Sanghal), 

Goral, Himalayan black bear (Savawm), 

Phayre’s leaf monkey (Dawr), Capped lan-

gur (Ngau), Hoolock gibbon (Hauhuk), 

Python (Saphai) Macaque (Zawng), Por-

cupines (Sakuh), King cobra (Rulngan), 

Monitor lizard (Tangkawng), Barking deer 

(Sakhi), Serow (Saza) are also spotted here. 

Malayan sun bear (Samang) is also report-

ed to be sighted in the area.

Avifauna

17.3 The important birds found in the 

sanctuary are different types of Hornbills 

- Great Hornbill (Vapual), Wreath horn-

bill (Kawlhawk), Indian pied hornbill (Va-

hai), Hill myna, Kalij pheasant (Vahrit), 

Partridge, Quail, Pigeon, Owlet, Parakeet, 

Warbler, Jungle fowl, Fruit’s bat and vari-

ous types of Kingfishers and woodpeckers 

etc.
21Preliminary Notification No. B.12012/22/2013-FST/53 
dated 28.1.2015
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Kalij pheasant, male

Kalij pheasant, female
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Connectivity
17.4 The Buhvum Wildlife Sanctuary is about 300 km from Aizawl and about 60 km 
from Lawngtlai. The best season to visit is October to April.

Major Attractions:
17.5 Major attraction of this Wildlife sanctuary is Indian bison (Ramsial). Presence of oth-
er species such as Hoolock gibbon (Hauhuk), Phayre’s leaf monkey (Dawr) and Capped 
langur (Ngau) is also another attraction to visit this sanctuary.
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The Aquatic 
Eco-System
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About the Wetland

18.1 A wetland is normally a low-lying 

land area covered, permanently or season-

ally, under water and has the features of a 

distinct eco-system. It may be inland or 

coastal, natural or man-made. Wetlands 

support a large variety of aquatic vegeta-

tion (submerged, floating and emergent) 

and provide healthy habitats for several 

wild animals and are therefore ecological-

ly significant. Ecological, economic, sci-

entific, cultural and recreational values of 

wetlands make them an important part 

of the earth’s eco-system.

18.2 Wetlands provide multiple direct 

and indirect benefits to the society. They 

render valuable services for survival of 

the mankind. They produce food for hu-

man beings and wildlife, support species 

having medicinal values and contribute 

significantly to maintenance of environ-

mental equilibrium. Their role in gener-

ating livelihood support to the people 

and maintaining ecological stability is ex-

tremely important.

Rungdil
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Wetlands in Mizoram

18.4 In the State of Mizoram, 86 inland natural wetlands (25 lakes/ponds, 15 water-

logged areas and 46 rivers/streams), 2 inland man-made wetlands (reservoirs/barrages) 

and 146 small wetlands (mainly tanks, each having area less than 2.25 hectare) covering 

13,988 hectare have been identified22. There is no coastal wetland in the State. Rivers/

streams occupy about 97 percent of the total area under wetlands in Mizoram (figure 

18.1).

18.3 Wetlands maintain biological and genetic diversity by providing healthy habitats 

for several flora and fauna. They create “nature’s nurseries” for fish and other aquatic an-

imals. Several bird species rely heavily on wetlands for resting places on migration, food, 

breeding and safety from predators. The wetlands are also critical for survival of some 

threatened or endangered species.

________________________________________________________________
 22SAC (Space Application Center) and MIRSAC (Mizoram Remote Sensing 
Application Center) (2010). National Wetland Atlas: Mizoram.

Sa
m

so
n 

Th
an



96

18.5 Wetlands are not uniformly located across the State. Three districts namely Lun-

glei, Lawngtlai and Siaha in south Mizoram occupy about half (48.92 percent) of the to-

tal area under wetlands in the State (Figure 18.2). Lunglei district has the maximum area 

under wetland eco-system (3,186 hectare) followed by Mamit (2,167 hactare). Cham-

phai, Kolasib and Serchhip districts have relatively less area covered under wetland. 

Figure 18.2 (Wetland area in hectare)
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Rivers/Streams

18.6 The State of Mizoram is blessed with 

several rivers, most of them running either 

in the north or the south direction. Most 

of the rivers flowing in the north direction 

drain into ‘Barak’ river of the southern Assam 

whereas rivers flowing in the south direction 

cross either to Myanmar or Bangladesh. The 

drainage system (river eco-system) consisting 

of rivers, streams, their tributaries and oth-

er inter-linked water bodies, which carries 

maximum flow of clean and healthy water, is 

spread unevenly across the State. The accumu-

lation as well as the flow of water in the river 

eco-system varies from place to place. 

 The drainage pattern is angular, parallel, or dendritic. The drainage gradient is 

generally moderate but very high at steep slopes. “Vantawng” Water-Fall located along 

Vanva river near Thenzawl (about 137 km away from Aizawl, the State’s capital) is an 

attraction due to high rate of water-discharge at a location.

Seling lui
Dampa Tiger Reserve

Tiau river
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18.7 46 rivers/streams (13,497 ha) 

as a major part of wetlands have been 

identified in the State. However, the 

State has sixteen major rivers namely 

Tlawng (185.15 km), Tiau (159.39 km), 

Chhimtuipui (Kolodyne, 138.46 km), 

Tut (138.25 km), Tuivai (134.61 km), 

K h a w t h l a n g t u i p u i ( K a r n a p h u -

li, 128.08 km), Tuichang (120.75 

km), Tuirial (117.53 km), 

Tuichawng (107.87 km), Mat (90.16 km), 

Tuipui (86.84 km), Langkaih (85.43 km), 

Tuivawl (72.45 km), Teirei (70.84 km), 

Tuirini (59.57 km) and Serlui (56.35 

km)23 . Tlawng is the longest river in 

Mizoram. Its tributaries are Teirei, Lau 

lui, Reiek lui, Ngha-sih and others. Kar-

naphuli river originates in Lushai hills of 

Mizoram and enters into Bay of Bengal 

after passing through Bangladesh.
___________________________________
 23Statistical Handbook, Mizoram 2018
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Chhimtuipui river, also known as Ka-
ladan (or Kolodyne), originates in 
Myanmar and passes through Saiha 
and Lawngtlai districts in Southern 
Mizoram.The Kolodyne river is strate-
gically located. The river-route along 
Kolodyne in Myanmar is a part of 
the proposed “Kaladan Multi-Mod-
al Transit Transport Project” likely 
to shorten trade route between the 
Kolkata seaport and the land-locked 
North-East States of the country.
 

18.8 The new planned route from Kol-

kata seaport to the North-East States of 

the country consists of sea route (720 

km) from Kolkata to Sittwe (Myan-

mar), river route (222 km) from Sittwe 

to Kaletwa (Myanmar), road route from 

Kaletwa to Indo-Myanmar border (62 

km) and then from the international bor-

der to Lawngtlai in Mizoram (100 km).
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Pala Wetland
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Lakes

18.9 Out of 25 lakes/ponds reported 

to exist in the State of Mizoram, 3 lakes 

namely Tamdil, Palak, and Rengdil are 

larger in size and more important for 

richness in bio-diversity. Due to huge 

ecological significance, two wetlands i.e. 

Tamdil and Palak are presently covered 

for holistic restoration and conservation 

under the scheme “National Plan for 

Conservation of Aquatic Eco-Systems”. 

Palak, the largest lake in the State, is lo-

cated about 130 km south-west of Saiha 

in southern Mizoram. Tamdil, another 

natural lake, is located about 85 km away 

from Aizawl.
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Pala Lake
18.10 The Pala Wetland is located be-

tween 22°12’20.02” to 22°11’55.71” North 

latitude and 92°53’16.75”– 92°53’18.34” 

East longitude. The altitude of the area is 

275 m-700 m above mean sea level. The 

Pala lake is the largest lake in Mizoram. 

The Local people call it as ‘Pala Tipo’ sur-

rounded by lush green forests and moun-

tains. The Pala lake is a home to ranges of 

animals, birds, amphibians and reptiles. It 

is a natural lake in depression in the hills 

which may possibly be the combination of 

valley and tectonic lakes. The closest hu-

man settlements are the village of Phura 

(6 km) and Tokalo (5 km). The Pala lake is 

situated on the southern part of Mizoram 

in Mara Autonomous District Council 

(MADC).

18.11 The Pala lake is unique and pris-

tine in nature. The surrounding vegeta-

tion could be classified as Cachar Tropical 

Evergreen (1B/C3) and Cachar Tropical 

Semi-Evergreen (2b/c2) Forest Types. It 

has primarily Evergreen and Semi-Ever-

green types of vegetation. Various dip-

terocarpus tree species are present, typ-

ical of such forest types. Other families 

which are represented are Bombacaceae, 

Combretaceae, Euphorbiaceae, Meliaceae, 

Magnoliaceae etc. Woody forests are inter-

spersed with Bamboo brakes (Melocanna 

spp.). The lake is covered on the edges by 

the hydrophyte Trapa nutans. The swampy 

areas within the forests have a profusion 

of herbaceous vegetation as well as grass-

es. Various species of beautiful ground and 

epiphytic orchids are also found.
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18.12 The Palak lake wetland conservation area is extremely rich in faunal life. Re-

cent surveys have found more than 25 species of mammals, 120 species of birds, 10 

species of amphibians and 22 species of reptiles. The area is also rich in butterflies, 

with 38 species being reported so far. The many low-lying marshy areas within the 

wetland area provide excellent habitat for many herbivores such as the Sambar deer 

(Cervus unicolor), wild pig (Sus scrofa), barking deer (Muntiacus muntjac) and the ele-

phant (Elephas maximus). In addition to these, there are various species of primates 

such as the highly endangered Hoolock gibbon ( Hoolock hoolock).

Major Attraction

Beautiful natural lake view with its lush green virgin tropical evergreen forest, 

boating, and its richness in birds, reptiles and amphibian populations. 
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18.13 The Palak lake wetland area is especially rich in bird life. Rare birds 

such as the Oriental darter, the white checked partridge and the Great pied 

hornbill can be sighted. In addition to the water birds such as common moor-

hen, White breasted waterhen, pond herons and kingfishers, there are a wide 

variety of forest birds that are present in the forests adjoining the lake. These 

are Red headed trogon, Hooded pitta, Crested serpent eagle, Green pigeon, 

Woodpeckers and many flycatchers. The Forktail can be seen frequently near 

the lake.The presence of swampy and marshy areas also makes it an excellent 

habitat for reptiles and amphibians, pit vipers, turtles, lizards and various 

species of frogs.

Connectivity
Pala Wetland is located inside Siaha District, under the jurisdiction of EF&CC 

Department, Mara Autonomous District Coincil. The nearest approach is 

Aizawl to Lawngtlai, which is around 240 Km; from Lawngtlai, Pala Lake is 

around 90 Km. Best time to visit is November to March. Visitors may use 4x4 

wheel vehicle in view of the road condition. 
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18.14 The “Tamdil Lake” commands an enchanting view of a beautiful water-body as 

if sleeping peacefully in the lap of mother-nature. The calm and peaceful water surface 

of “Tamdil Lake” coupled with a green environment not only provides healthy habi-

tats for resident birds but also attracts several migratory birds. Some of the resident 

and visiting birds are White-breasted water-hen, Purple swamp hen, Chestnut bittern, 

Egret, Black stork, Indian darter (Snake bird), Lesser whistling teal, Pheasant tailed 

jacana etc.      

Tamdil Lake
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18.15 It enjoys the luxury of being surrounded by rich 
forests with top canopy consisting of several valuable spe-
cies such as Neolamarckia cadamba cadamba (Banphar), 
Artocarpus chaplasha (Tatkawng), Albizia chinensis (Vang), 
Albizia procera (Kangtek), Bischofia javanica (Khuangth-
li), Bombax insigne (Pang), Duabanga grandiflora (Zuang), 
Ficus retusa (Rihnim), Ficus benghalensis (Bung), Garuga 
pinnata (Bungbutuairam), Gmelina arborea (Thlanvawng) 
Lagerstroemia speciosa (Chawnpui),  Rhus succedanea (Ch-
himhruk), Sapium baccatum (Thingvawkpui), Schima wal-
lichii (Khiang), Terminalia myriocarpa (Char), Tetrameles 
nudiflora (Thingdawl),  Toona ciliata (Teipui) etc. 

 Middle canopy is formed by species such Aralia fo-
liosa (Chimchawk), Callicarpa arborea (Hnahkiah), Caryota 
urens (Meihle), Colona floribunda (Hnahthap), Delonix re-
gia (April par), Erythrina stricta (Fartuah), Ficus prostra-
ta (Theitit), Lithocarpus dealbata (Fah), Litsea monopetala 
(Nauthak), Macaranga indica (Kharduap), Parkia timori-
ana (Zawngtah), Protium serratum (Bil), Prunus udulata 
(Theiarlung), Psidium guajava (Kawlthei), Rhus chinensis 
(Khawmhma), Tamarindus indica (Tengtere), Trema orien-
talis (Belphuar), Trevesia palmata (Kawhtebel), Vitex pe-
duncularis (Thingkhawilu) etc. 

 Species such as Aerides odorata (Nauban), Amomum 
maximum (Aidu), Begonia dioica (Sekhupthur), Laggera ala-
ta (Buar), Brassica juncea (Antam), Cuscuta reflexa (Japan 
hloral), Imperata cylindrica (Di), Lobelia angulata (Choaka 
thi), Maesa indica (Arngeng), Millettia pachycarpa (Ru-lei), 
Mucuna bracteata (Hruiduk), Mikania micrantha (Japan 
hlo),  Musa paradisiaca (Balhla), Schizophyllum commune 
(Pasi), Smilax glabra (Tluangngil), Thysanolaena latifolia 
(Hmunphiah) etc. occur at the lower strata. Some of the 
precious bamboo species such as Bambusa longispiculata 
(Rawthing), Dendrocalamus hamiltonii (Phulrua), Dendro-
calamus longispathus (Rawnal), Melocalamus compactiflorus 
(Sairil) etc. are also found in the forests surrounding the 
Tamdil Lake. 
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18.16 The “Serlui river” (56.35 km) flowing south to north in Kolasib district of the 

State lies between two hill ranges namely “Bukpui - N. Hlimen Tlang Dung” and “Kawn-

pui - Bilkhawthlir Tlang Dung”. These two hill ranges drain down to the Serlui river 

through several water-streams and tributaries. Due to construction of a dam on the 

river near Bilkhawthlir and Chemphai villages, a big lake has come up covering a surface 

area of about 20.59 sq km. The lake is about 53 km long but the width varies at various 

points along  its length having approximately 2 km at its widest point. It has the capacity 

for storing sufficient quantity of water. 

18.17 The catchment area (about 558.58 sq km) of the river and the lake is hilly and un-

dulating with gentle to steep slope. It is covered mainly with Cachar Tropical Semi-Ever-

green Forests (2B/C2) and Secondary Moist Bamboo Brakes (2/2S1). It consists of “No-

tified Forests” as well as community-owned and private Forest/ Non-Forest lands. The 

land within half a mile on both sides of the “Serlui” river has been notified as “Riverine 

Reserve Forests” long back in the year 1965. The catchment area beyond the “Notified 

Forests” is a mix of forest and non-forest lands. Besides, it is owned by several entities 

such as the State Government, the Village Communities, the private individuals and 

others.

18.18 The lake on the “Serlui” river formed by the dam has great potential to support 

aquatic flora and fauna of ecological significance. In addition, water surface of the lake 

as well as thick forest cover in its neighborhood has the potential to provide habitats 

for resident birds as well as resting places for migratory birds. Further, the enchanting 

natural beauty produced by the union of the lake and the forest provides a unique oppor-

tunity for visiting eco-tourists to relax with nature. 

Serlui Lake
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Richness of 
Biodiversity

19.1 The State of Mizoram is located in a region forming part of the “Indo-Myanmar 

Global Biodiversity Hotspot”. Natural habitats supporting an enormous variety of flo-

ra and fauna exist at several sites across the State. Some of such habitats constituting 

regional ecosystems and carrying significant biological richness, are (1) Tamdil Aquatic 

Ecosystem (Aizawl district), (2) Saibual tlang Forest Ecosystem (Champhai district), (3) 

Kharzawl Forest (Community Reserve) Ecosystem (Kolasib district), (4) Sairep Forest 

Ecosystem (Lunglei district), (5) Dampui Ngaw Forest Ecosystem (Mamit district), (6) 

Lungkulh Forest Ecosystem (Mamit district), (7) Palak Aquatic Ecosystem (Saiha dis-

trict) etc.

Saibual tlang Forest Ecosystem

19.2 The “Saibual tlang Forest Ecosystem”, which is surrounded by three villages 

namely Ngopa, Kawlbem and Lamzawl, is rich in species-diversity. Dominant species 

found growing in this ecosystem are Alnus nepalensis, Amomum maximum, Artocarpus la-

koocha, Bruinsmia polysperma,Calophyllum ployanthum,Chromolaena odorata, Drimycarpus 

racemosus, Dysoxylum gotadhora, Imperata cylindrica, Lindera nacusua,Lithocarpus xylocar-

pus,Saccharum longisetosum, Schima wallichii, Setaria palmifolia,Scleria levis, Wendlandia 

budleioides etc. Some bamboo species such as Chimonobambusa callosa, Drepanostachyum 

intermedium, Cephalostachyum latifolium etc. are also found there. 
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Sairep Forest Ecosystem

19.4 The  Sairep Forest Ecosystem covers an area of about 15 sq km including 

Tlawnghnar Reserved Forests (6.35 sq km, notified in the year 1978). It has seven 7 

fringe villages namely Thualthu, Bualte, Thaizawl, Hrangchalkawn, Lungpuizawl, 

Zobawk, and Hlumte. It is rich in floral diversity supporting vegetation of three im-

portant forest types namely (i) Cachar Tropical Semi-Evergreen Forest (2B/C2), (ii) Sec-

ondary Moist Bamboo Brakes (2/2S1), and (iii) East Himalayan Moist Mixed Deciduous 

Forest (3C/C3b). Prominent species found in the area are Acrocarpus fraxinifolius, Albizia 

procera, Aphanamixis wallichii, Artocarpus chaplasha, Artocarpus gomezianus,Averrhoa car-

ambola, Bacaurea ramiflora, Bischofia javanica, Carallia brachiata, Castanopsis tribuloides 

var typical, Chukrasia tabularis,Cinnamomum glanduriferum,Phyllanthus emblica, Garcinia 

cowa, Gmelina arborea, Bruinsmia polysperma, Mangifera indica, Mangifera silvatica, Melios-

ma pinnata, Mesua ferrea, Magnolia champaca, Magnolia oblonga, Parkia timoriana, Phoebe 

species, Protium serratum, Schima  wallichii, Syzygium cumini, Terminalia chebula, Termina-

lia myriocarpa etc. Bamboo species reported to occur in the region are Chimonobambusa 

callosa, Bambusa tulda, Dendrocalamus hamiltonii, Dendrocalamus longispathus, Dendrocal-

amus sikkimensis, Melocalamus compactiflorus etc.

19.5 The forest ecosystem at Sairep is also rich in orchids having medicinal and orna-

mental values. Some of the important species found there are Aerides multiflora, Den-

drobium chrysanthum,Dendrobium chrysotoxum, Dendrobium infundibulum, Dendrobium 

fimbriatumPaphiopedilum hirsutissimum, Paphiopedilum villosum, Papilionanthe teres, Re-

nanthera imschootiana, Vanda coerulea etc.

Kharzawl Forest Ecosystem
19.3 The “Kharzawl Forest Ecosystem” which is located 

close tothe inter-state boundary of the State of Mizoram 

with Assam is also rich in species-diversity. It covers an area 

of about 25 sq km and has five fringe villages namely Vai-

rengte, Bilkhawthlir, Chemphai, Phainuam and North Ch-

himluang. The forest area, which is well protected by the lo-

cal communities with assistance from conservation-oriented 

NGOs, is a repository of biodiversity.
Arundina graminifolia
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Zo Ngaw Forest Ecosystem

19.7 Zo Ngaw is one of the best roadside natural forests in the State of Mizoram. It 

is situated between Dampui and Luangpawl village of Mamit district covering an area 

of about 25 sq. km. It has prominent tree species such as Albizia procera, Artocarpus 

chaplasha, Acrocarpus fraxinifolius, Castanopsis species, Toona ciliata, Cinnamomum glan-

duliferum,Cinnamomu bejolghota, Lagerstroemia speciosa, Dipterocarpus species, Mangifera 

indica, Magnifera sylvatica, Knema linifolia, Gmelina arborea, Acer sterculiaceum, Ziziphus 

incurva,Magnolia champaca, Mesua ferrea,Oroxylum indicum, Sapium species, Syzygium 

cumini,Terminalia myriocarpa etc. Several cane species are found abundantly in the area. 

A number of fern species such as Diplazium esculentum, Osmunda claytoniana, Pteridicum 

aquilinum etc. also occur there. About 49 species of mammals i.e. Barking deer, Hog bad-

ger, Himalayan palm civet, Jungle cat, Malayan giant squirrel, Malayan porcupine, Short-

tailed mole, Northern tree-shrew, Red-bellied palla’s squirrel, Orange-bellied himalayan 

squirrel, Wild boar etc. have been sighted in the Zongaw forests.  Birds like Asian barred 

owlet, Black drongo, Barred buttonquail, Common hawk-cuckoo, Lesser racket-tailed 

drongo, Khalij pheasant, Green pigeon, Scarlet minivet, Mountain imperial pigeon, Or-

ange-bellied leaf-bird, Red-vented bulbul, Spot-bellied eagle owl, White-throated bulbul, 

Red jungle fowl and Speckled wood pigeon are normally found in the forests. Few species 

of reptiles such as House lizard, Gurnot’s gecko, Spiny-headed forest calotes, Spotted 

gliding lizard etc. are also found.

19.6 Some specific species such as Cephallotaxus graffithii 

(Tu-far), Globba spathulata (Ai-thing), Myrica nagi (Kei-

fang) and Sycopsis griffithiana (Lalruanga Dawibur, Mam-

chaw-pum-te)are found in the State mainly at Sairep. The 

forests located in other parts of the State do not carry these 

four species substantially. As such, we may say that the for-

est at Sairep has unique vegetation. Globba spathulata (Ait-

ing) produces beautiful flower which was earlier the “State’s 

flower” also. The flower is very unique and resembles like a 

dancing girl.
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Lungkulh Forest Ecosystem

19.8 The “Lungkulh Forest Ecosystem” is another important region (biological 

hotspot) carrying rich presence of diverse floral and faunal species. It has seven fringe 

villages namely Zamuang, Hriphaw, Zawlpui, Saikhawthlir, Sihthiang, Chuhvel and 

Rengdil. “Lungkulh” in the local vernacular means ‘fort constructed with stone’. The 

name “Lungkulh” may be due to the fact that the hillock is surrounded with stone cliff 

from almost all the sides.  The vegetation occurring in the region is a little different from 

that found in other parts of the State. The trees are usually taller with clean bole. Bam-

boo culms are also found bigger. In addition, the area is having two ecologically-signifi-

cant water bodies which support a large variety of fish as well as other aquatic flora and 

fauna. 

19.9 Prominent tree species found in this area are Acrocarpus fraxinifolius, Aquilaria 

malaccensis, Alstonia scholaris, Albizia chinensis, Aglaia spectabilis, Artocarpus chaplasha, 

Bischofia javanica, Bombax ceiba, Canarium spp., Caryota mitis, Caryota urens, Cinnamo-

mum spp., Dipterocarpus turbinatus, Dillenia pentagyna, Duabanga grandiflora, Phyllanthus 

emblica, Gmelina arborea, Lagerstroemia speciosa, Pterospermum acerifolium, Pterygota 

alata, Chukrasia tabularis, Magnolia champaca,Terminilia myriocarpa, Mesua ferrea, Toona 

ciliata, Phoebe spp., Schima wallichii, Pandanus odorifer, Palaquium polyanthum, Mangifera 

sylvatica, Syzygium cumini, Balakata baccata, Sterculia urens, Podocarpus neriifolius etc. 

Bamboo species such as Melocanna baccifera is predominant whereas Bambusa tulda and 

Dendrocalamus hamiltonii are also common.

Biological Hotspots

19.10 Some of the biologically-significant sites have been described in brief. We may 

call these sites as “Biological Hotspots” in the State of Mizoram. There are several other 

such sites in the State. In fact, bio-diversity in Mizoram not only exists in good forests or 

in some ecologically-significant ecosystems (i.e. Biological Hotspots) but in other areas 

also.  



120

Wandering Dew-Grass (Cyanotis vaga)
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ECO-TOURISM 
CIRCUITS

Mizoram: An ideal eco-tourism location

20.1 The State of Mizoram houses an impressive network of the notified protected ar-
eas comprising of one Tiger Reserve, two National Parks and eight Wildlife Sanctuaries. 
About 9.48 % of the total geographical area of the State (1,997.75 sq km) is under the 
protected areas network as against the national average of 5.02%. Moreover, the pro-
tected areas of the State possess amazing natural beauty. These areas are also habitats 
of unique flora and fauna. The incredible range of wildlife over a large area of the State 
offers an ideal location for wildlife tourism. The wetlands in the State are unique. The 
forests are wonderful. These are the places to relax with nature. 

20.2  Three Eco-Tourism circuits, as given 
below, are important:-

(1) Dampa Circuit 
Connecting Dampa Tiger Reserve, 
Thorangtlang Wildlife Sanctuary, Pualreng 
Wildlife Sanctuary and Khawnglung Wild-
life Sanctuary. 

(2) Murlen Circuit 
Connecting Tamdil Wetland, Tawi Wildlife 
Santuary, Lengteng Wildlife Sanctuary and 
Murlen National Park; and 

(3) Phawngpui Circuit 
Connecting Pala wetland, Tokalo Wildlife 
Sanctuary, Ngengpui Wildlife sanctuary 
and  Phawngpui National Park.
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20.3  This Circuit is connecting Dampa Tiger Reserve, Thorangtlang Wildlife Sanctu-
ary, Pualreng Wildlife Sanctuary and Khawnglung Wildlife Sanctuary.

Major attraction in the circuit:
• Abundant population of felids in Dampa Tiger Reserve viz Tiger(Sakei), Common leop-
ard  (Keite), Clouded leopard (Kelral), Asiatic golden cat (Keisen), etc.
• Abundant population of endangered species viz. Malayan sun bear (Samang), Large & 
Small civets (Tlumpui/Tlumherh) Binturong(Zamphu), Chinese pangolin (Saphu), Hoo-
lock gibbon(Hauhuk), Phayres leaf monkey (Dawr), Malayan giant squirrel (Awrrang) 
etc in all the PAs under this Circuit
• Hornbills such as  Great Indian hornbill (Vapual),Wreathed hornbill ( Kawlhawk) and 
Pied hornbill (Vahai)
• The remains of Khawnglung village at the top of Khawnglung Wildlife sanctuary sur-
rounded by very steep terrain on all sides wherein, the infamous invasion of the village 
took place in 1859.

Eco-tourism facilities

•Nature Walk/Trekking 
•Eco-friendly accommodation including 
homestay
•Pay vehicles
•Visitor’s Interpretation Centres and  
Nature education
•Birding
•Boating
•Wildlife/Nature photography
•Nature Camps including day visitor 
centers
•Amphitheatre
•Nature shops and Sale outlets

Ecotourism activity

•Canopy Walk
•Vehicle/Elephant Safari
•Trekking and Nature Walks. 
•Wildlife spotting and Bird watching 
•Angling 
•Nature photography tour 
•Nature painting workshop

   DAMPA CIRCUIT
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20.4 This is connecting Tamdil Wetland, Tawi Wildlife Santuary, Lengteng Wildlife 
Sanctuary and Murlen National Park

Major attraction in the circuit:
•Beautiful view of Tamdil Lake inhabiting beautiful indigeneous and migratory birds and 
boating on Tamdil Lake.
•Unique and beautiful cave called ‘Tawi Puk’ at Tawi Wildlife Sanctuary.
•Abundant population of endangered species viz., Malayan sun bear (Samang), Large 
& Small civets (Tlumpui/Tlumherh), Binturong (Zamphu), Ferret badger (Sahmaitha), 
Hoolock gibbon (Hauhuk), Phayres leaf monkey (Dawr), Malayan giant squirrel (Awr-
rang) etc in all the PAs under this Circuit
•Mrs Humes pheasant (Vavu), Kalij pheasant (Vahrit), Mountain bamboo partridge 
(Vahlah), Hornbills such as  Great Indian hornbill (Vapual), Wreathed hornbill (Kawl-
hawk) and Pied hornbill (Vahai)
•Diverse endemic and endangered floral species in virgin forest of Chamdur area within 
Murlen National Park; 
•Richness in endemic wild orchids and Rhododendron at Lengteng Wildlife sanctuary 
and Murlen NP.

MURLEN CIRCUIT

Eco-tourism facilities:

•Nature Walk/Trekking 
•Eco-friendly accommodation including   
homestay
•Pay vehicles
•Visitor’s Interpretation Centres and  
•Nature education
•Birding
•Wildlife/Nature photography
•Nature Camps including day visitor 
centers
•Amphitheatre
•Nature shops and Sale outlets

Ecotourism activity

•Light and sound Show/Laser show
•Canopy Walk
•Vehicle/Elephant Safari
•Trekking and Nature Walks. 
•Wildlife spotting and Bird watching 
•Angling 
•Nature photography tour 
•Nature painting workshop
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20.5 Phawngpui Circuit is connecting Pala wetland, Tokalo Wildlife Sanctuary, Ngengpui 

Wildlife sanctuary and  Phawngpui National Park. 

Major attraction in the circuit
•‘Far Pak’-the highest peak in Mizoram State is within Phawngpui National Park; which is 

a vast beautiful open lush green-grass, turning from  golden to brown during dry season.

•Unique and magnificent cave called as ‘Tialpari Puk’ and an extremely steep but beautiful 

cliff called as ‘Thlazuang Kham’ within Phawngpui National Park.

•Various endemic species of Rhododendrons and wild orchids which bloom every year mak-

ing Phawngpui landscape so spectacular.

•Beautiful view of Pala Lake inhabiting beautiful indigeneous and migratory bird species 

and diverse wildlife species. Boating on Pala lake.

•Magnificient Kolodyne River at Tokalo Wildlife sanctuary.

•Endangered species viz., Asiatic elephant (Sai), Malayan sun bear (Samang), Binturong 

(Zamphu), Ferret badger (Sahmaitha), Hoolock gibbon(Hauhuk), Phayres leaf monkey 

(Dawr), Malayan giant squirrel (Awrrang) etc in PAs under this Circuit.

•Blyth’s tragopan (Vanga), Mrs Humes pheasant (Vavu), Kalij pheasant (Vahrit), Mountain 

bamboo partridge(Vahlah), Hornbills such as  Great Indian hornbill (Vapual), Wreathed 

hornbill ( Kawlhawk) and Pied hornbill( Vahai).

PHAWNGPUI CIRCUIT

Eco-tourism facilities

•Nature Walk/Trekking 
•Accommodation & Fooding
•Pay vehicles
•Interpretation Centres
•Tenting 
•Birding

Ecotourism activity

•Light and sound Show/Laser show
•Canopy Walk
•Boating & Angling
Boating & Angling
•Vehicle/Elephant Safari
•Nature Walk/Trekking
•Bird Watching
•Nature Camping
• Paragliding
•Nature photography 
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